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Lesson Calendar 
gs. November 3.—Appetite and Greed............ Gen. 25 : 27-34 


6. November 10.--Jacob Deceives His Father..Gen. 27 : 18-29 
7. November 17.—Jacob Fleeing from His Angry 
Brother .........+. Pith skh dvedes¢esbeseseeust Gen. 28: 10-22 
8. November 24.—Jacob Wins Esau.............. Gen. 33: 1-11 
9. December 1.—Joseph Sold by His Brothers. .Gen. 37 : 18-28 
10. December 8.—Joseph Made Ruler of Egypt..Gen. 41 : 33-44 
11. December 15.—Joseph Forgives His Brothers.Gen. 45 : 1-15 
12. December 22.—Joseph Cares for His Kindred.Gen. 47 : 1-12 
The Birth of Jesus (Christmas Lesson)...... Luke 2: 8-20 
33. December 29.—Review: Faith’s Victories 
Selection for Reading: Heb. 11 : 8-22 








SK the man who says ‘‘I never read advertise- 
ments’ what soap he thinks of when he thinks 

** soap,”’ and see if he doesn’t mention an advertised 
soap. Of course he reads advertisements. They 
are the short cuts to worth-while, first-hand infor- 
mation on how to meet many a common and uncom- 
mon need. Maybe there’s an advertisement in this 

issue that you wouldn’t wish to miss. 

















Breathe It In 


r 
By Mrs. Frank A. Breck 


**He breathed on them, and saith unto them, 
Receive ye the Holy Spirit.” —John 20 : 22. 


IFE for thee—if ye believe !— 
Breathe it in; 
There is joy ye may receive, 
Breathe it in; 
It is broad like ocean’s tide, 
Strong with strength of mountain pride, 
High like stars that o’er thee ride— 
Breathe it in! 


Hope for thee to do and dare! 
Breathe it in; 

Grace there is, to be and bear, 
Breathe it in ; 

Pure, abundant, fresh and free, 
Ever coming, and for thee, 

Let it give thee liberty! 
Breathe it in! 


Power for thee—undreamed, unknown !— 
Breathe it in; 

Make this power indeed thine own, 
Breathe it in; 

There is comforting unguessed, 

Strength and victory and rest, 

All of what is true and best— 
Breathe it in! 

{These verses remind one of the word of a Christian, very happy 


in the Lord, who said that every indrawn breath was Christ, and 
every out-breathed breath sang “ Praise Him !'’] 


oe ere ee 


In at the Finish 


Your personal representative of The Sunday School 
Times family went overseas from America just in 
time to see for himself the scenes in Britain and 
France during the last days of the World War: Mr. 
Philip E. Howard, Publisher and President of The 
Sunday School Times Company, went last month, at 


the invitation of the British Government, as one of 
several representatives of leading American religious 
journals, to investigate religious conditions abroad. 


Since he sailed, the stupendous events that are climax- - 


ing this titanic struggle have followed one upon the 
other with lightninglike swiftness. And Mr. Howard, 
whose safe voyage has been cabled home, reaches the 
other side just in the nick of time to report for 
Sunday School Times readers such unprecedented 
scenes of thanksgiving, in the stricken countries, as 
have never. before occurred in the history of, the 
world. He will write in an intimate way, in these 
columns, something of what it means to him and to 
you in view. of God’s revealed purposes for His 
chutch and the world. The prayers of the readers 
are earnestly asked for Mr. Howard’s continued guid- 
ance and safekeeping and return, and that he may 
1..inister abundantly, in the grace and strength of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, in both his spoken and written 
messages abroad and at home. 


x 
“*Washed, but Not Ironed” 


Ironing the wash is a pretty important part of 
good laundry work. But is it not true that a good 
many of us Christians make the impression upon God 
at least, if not. upon. our fellows, of having come 
home from the laundry “rough dried”? A striking 
little leaflet published by the Chicago Hebrew Mis- 
sion calls attention to the fact that there are many 
good people who. have been washed, but who need to 
be ironed. “The spots and stains have all been ‘ee 
out, but the wrinklés remain. God wants a people 
‘without spot or wrinkle.’” Christ gave himself for 
the church “that he might sanctify it, having cleansed 
it by the washing of water with the word, that he 
might present the church to himself a glorious 
church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing” 
(Eph. 5: 25-27). The leaflet goes on to say: “We 
often meet with worldly people who are more con- 
siderate of others’ feelings than many are who pro- 
fess religion. It is a mistaken idea for you to feel 
that because you have been ‘sanctified wholly’ you 


That is a question anxiously asked. by many 

a father and mother, wife and sweetheart, 

brother, sister, and friend, to whom an army camp is 

a place of isolation and moral exposure, a place 

round which evil birds of prey flap dark and ominous 
wings. 

But shear a testimony. A timé ago a mother visited 
her son at Camp Hancock, Georgia. Before leaving 
she turned to the Y. M. C. A. Secretary and said, “I 
have a burden on my heart.” 

aap a burden of anxiety or sorrow, I hope,” he 
said. 

.“No, no, indeed!” she rejoined. “A burden of joy. 
I wish every mother in this country who has a son in 
an army camp could only see and hear what I have 
seen and heard while here.” 

Was the. mother right?. 

There is evil in military camps, of course, just as 
there is evil everywhere on the planet. The mothers 
and sisters and sweethearts and wives are, alas, not 
here; and that removes.a powerful means of restraint. 
Men: are plucked up out of their usual associations 
and environments and plunged into association with 
other men hitherto unknown, and that means a strain 
and liberty that not all can stand. Army life breeds 
carelessness. Standards relax. I have heard more 
profanity in sections of the army in a day than I 
have heard in civil life in a year. While a soldier 
may leave’ camp only on pass, he can tndoubtedly 
find any evil outside he wants to. Loneliness 
also, monotony, and disillusionment regarding soldier 
life may become evils. Overwhelmed with discour- 
agement, soldiers have been known to despise their 
own lives and lift the hand of violence against them- 
selves. 

Army life is no radiant moral paradise. 


I fares the boy in the army camp? 


Camp hos- 








are justified in being rude. If you enjoy the experi- 
ence of holiness, it is all the more reason why you 
should he polite. Every holy person should study to 
be a perfect lady or gentleman. We read in the 
Word of God something about the beauty of holi- 
ness; we should exhibit it. Let us make our goods 
marketable. Let us get rid of the wrinkles. Job said 
his wrinkles were a witness against him.” The Holy 
Spirit will show us just what our unattractive, 
Christ-dishonoring wrinkles are, if in humility and 
confession we ask him; and the sufficiency of our 
Lord Jesus Christ is more than equal to doing away 
with even the wrinkles. 


Pad 
The Worry Insult 


To worry as we pray is to insult God. It is like 
going to a wealthy friend who has told us to come to 
him for financial help in any amount at any time we 
need; and, asking him for a check for a certain 
amount, and being freely given that check, saying to 
him as we accept it, “I don’t know whether this check 
is good or not, but I’ll try it and see.” Such an asking 
and receiving would not indicate much confidence in 
our friend. And that is just the attitude we show 
toward God when we pray to him with worry or 
anxiety in our hearts. He has promised to supply 
every need of ours (Phil. 4: 19). Are God’s promises 
to be taken “with a grain of salt”? Is God treacher- 
ous? Or, while God means well, is he sometimes un- 
able to do what he means to do? Have we realized 
that we are asking these strange questions about God, 
in our hearts, every time we worry ?—if indeed we are 
children of God through having believed on Jesus 
Christ as Saviour. If God keeps his word, and is 
always able to keep his word, and we really believe 
this, that is the death-knell of worry. And what a 
giorious, radiant life it is when, as little children tak- 
ing our Father’s word, we find that we may in nothing 
be anxious, but in everything by prayer and s"pplica- 
tion with thanksgiving let our requests be made known 
unto God, while the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, guards our hearts and our thoughts 
in Christ Jesus. 


: The Boy in the Army Camp 


pitals present fearful examples of the laws of God 
squaring accounts with human sin. No one with a 
heart can look into the faces of these men and know 
their sins and troubles without heartache. Yet the 
fact remains that, all things considgred, moral life is 
safer in camp than it was at home, and that camp- 
life is simply remaking our young American manhood. 
This is what the mother called her “burden of joy.” 
To begin with, camp-life renews men physically. 


‘Soldiers live, many of them for the first time, a regu- 


lar life as respects meals, sleep, and exercise. They are 
bronzed from drill in the sun. Food is on the whole 
more ample and wholesome than at home. There is 
not one in five of theser en who has not put on weight. 
They are bright-eyed, alert and happy. Some of them 
may have been college athletes, farmers, professional 
baseball players before they came, and have not 
needed the physical development; but what about that 
frail little tailor from New York City? What about 
that sallow-faced clerk from the department store? 
It has meant physical regeneration for them. 

Camp life is bringing these boys also an entirely 
new kind of education. As one lives among the sol- 
diers one thinks of Alexander’s army. Alexander 
the Great gathered around the mess-tables of his 
army Macedonians and Jews, Italians and Egyptians, 
men of Gaul and Asia Minor, to share a common 





John H. Srong, D.D., pastor of the Eutaw Place Baptist 
Church, Baltimore, Md., is a man of God who stands true to the 
fundamentals of “ the faith which was once for all delivered unto 
the saints.” He is not deceived, as so many are, by “ trench sal- 
vation” or any other of the modern substitutes for the Gospel. 
Having served as Secretary of Religious Work for several months 
this year, under the Young Men's Christian Association, at Camp 
Hancock, Ga., Dr. Strong’s ciear, penetrating interpretation of the 
effect of army camp life upon the boys and men of our land is of the 
greatest significance. The Sunday School Times publishes it here 
as an editorial message, knowing that it will bring both comfort 
and challenge to Christian people throughout the land. 




























Are You Having Victory To-day ? 





“Thy sun shall no more go down; neither 
shall thy moon withdraw itself: for the 
Lord shall be thine overlasting light, and 
the days of thy mourning shall be ended” 

(Isa. 60 : 20) 





life. So the sons of Maine and California, Florida, 
Michigan, and Dakota gather in our camps. In one 
squad I found a Russian and a Syrian, an Italian and 
a Jew, an Irishman and three Americans! So all 
trades and callings, all religions, all degrees of edu- 
cation and the lack of it, touch elbows at table and on 
the field. In one of our tents at Camp Hancock are 
three college graduates and sophomore from col- 
lege, while the corporal over all four is a bright 
young Italian fruit-vender from New York City! 

What will come out of it all? Historical students 
tell us that around the mess-tables of Alexander’s 
army the Hellenistic Greek, the language of early 
Christian evangelization, the language of the New 
‘Pestament, was born; so that when Christ came a 
universally understood speech was prepared which, 
extending far and wide like the Roman roads, was 
ready for the spread of the Gospel everywhere 
throughout the Graeco-Roman world. If that be 
true, what breadth, we ask ourselves, what knowl- 
edge, what sympathy, what ideals, what true democ- 
racy, what love and faith, may not come out .of the 
melting-pot of our American army, gathered for 
training in these camps? 

Yet this is only the beginning of it. We hardly 
touch the great subject of education till we touch the 
character and the will, the parts of us that most need 
subduing, the parts that discipline and disappointment 
train. How does this sort of education fare in the 
camps? 

Now, it has long been known, though it may not 
long have been confessed, that of all living creatures 
on the earth the American boy has most needed to be 
spanked. He has never learned to obey. He has 
never learned to do the disagreeable thing. Of all 
boys he can be the most refractory, the most “de- 
lightfully” and wickedly smart. It was a German 
observer in our country who, studying our institu- 
tions, remarked that so far as he could observe there 
was plenty of government in the. American family: 
the children governed the parents admirably ! 

This, for the American .boy in the camps, has 
ceased. He has learned to obey. He has learned to 
do the disagreeable thing. He does not hear the 
word “please”: he hears a command. He may have 
answered the sergeant back the first time, but he has 
not done so since. And even if the boy is an officer, 
the case is not different. Like the centurion of old, 
he is “under authority, having soldiers under him,” 
and learns to disregard his own inclinations and bend 
his will to the will of another. Does this seem strange 
to you, dear, blessed mothers at home who never 
taught your children to obey? “Imagine my sons,” 
one of these mothers recently exclaimed, “being com- 
manded about like that!” Well, they have had to do 
more than “imagine” it. And they have found that it 
is ‘the making of them. A boy said to me one day 
over the Y. M. C. A. counter, “No man can ever 
command who has. not first learned to be com- 
manded.” . 

For adaptation is the law of army-life, and how 
these boys learn to swallow their feelings and adapt 
themselves! How much they have to irritate them; 
how much that seems awry and out of joint! Here 
is a young bank-teller. He came expecting to be set 
at accounts. What is he doing? Digging ditches. 
Here is an expert tool-maker: What is he doing? 
Wheeling sand. Here is a literary man: he is me 
ing. Here is a pianist, head of a Western conserva- 
tory of music, able to break your heart playing Schu- 
bert and Beethoven: he is picking cigar-butts and 
cigarette-stubs out of the sand. nd last of all— 
delicious irony !—here is the son of a multi-million- 
aire, with a fine Packard downtown if ~. ly he could 
get at it: he is set at driving a mule! 

Education is important; but more important still, 
what about the soul-life of the soldier? What does 
army-life do to that? Does it help it or hinder it? 
Perhaps a few observations will prepare the way for 
the truth on this most vital point. of all. 

And, first, those at home must never forget that 
these men, though strong and under discipline and 
physically fit, are away from home at a life which is 
at best a trial. They know homesickness and loneli- 
ness. “I am just back from a furlough,” one of them 
exclaimed one morning as he passed the Y. M. C. A. 
counter, “and I am blue —oh, so blue!” There is no 
censorship to keep sad news away from the soldier. 
Is mother sick? He knows it. Has that sweetheart 
strangely ceased to write? He wears the shadow of 
- it on his face. “How would you like to begin the 
day with a letter like that?” one of them asked me 
one morning, handing me the letter in question. It 
was from the young woman to whom for nine months 
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he had been ongoaes- to be married. But since he 
left home she reconsidered. She 

that she did not love him eno to marry him, and 
now wrote, asking to be relea -He wore the whole 
tragedy, poor fellow, on his-face, and turned away, 
bearing his burden. , 

One great word sums up the status of these sol- 
diers in khaki—they have renounced. 
nounced material things and worldly prospects. Here 
in a company near by is a young man who has spent 
eight years on the New York Stock Exchange. 
Every one of these companies about me contains men 
who have renounced opulent salaries and brilliant 

rospects for the pittance of the soldier. What is 
eft these men after the allotment for home has 
been subtracted and the insurance paid? Such re- 
nunciation is not everything, yet it is much. Moses, 
we are told, despised the treasures in Egypt: these 
men, to that extent, are in Moses’ class. 

‘They have renounced home. I saw the poor little 
wives as the 109th Field Artillery went out, straining 
their eyes to follow the slowly disappearing train as 
the band played_and the flags fluttered; and the hands 
waved, and then sinking into the arms of the brothers 
or sisters who supported them on either side. It is 
te of the price paid. There are soldier-boys who 

ave little babes at home, nestling in loved arms, 
whom they have never seen. One thi ks of the words 
of the Saviour: “Whosoever he be of you that for- 
saketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my 
disciple.” 

And they have renounced life itself. I do not meet 
a man in the camp who is not willing to die. “I do 
not expect to come back,” was a sentence heard more 
than once on soldier-lips; and even where the nat- 
ural optirhism of youth forbade the thought of death 
to take the form of an expectation, the readiness to 
die was there. : 

Now what is the meaning of all this? Js self- 
renunciation salvation? Is the laying of. property, 
loved ones, life itself on the altar the.same, in nature 
and effect, with faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour and 
as Lord? By no means, though a doctrine like that, 
subversive of -religion, has more -than- once been 
preached in times of war in Christian as well as in 
Mohammedan lands. A man does not win. eternal 
life by paying the price of the earthly life on the field 
of battle. There is nothing but. paganism and self- 
deception in that. What this total self-renunciation 
which we find to-day in the camps really means from 
the point of view of the Christian religion is this, 
that what has always been the chief obstacle to the 
acceptance of Christ, namely, love of self and choice 
of self, has by a-great crisis and.a greater response 
been taken out of the way, and. the door swung open 
for an understanding of Christ and an acceptance of 
his lordship such as cannot perhaps be matched in 
all past history. These boys in khaki have turned 
their feet into the path of renunciation and suffering. 
By hundreds of thousands at the call of country and 
humanity and duty they have turned their backs. on 
wealth, home, and life itself. But that renunciation 
has been a liberating of their spirits. It has been an 
anointing of their eyes to discern the form of the 
Great Sufferer ahead. 

Never was there such an opening of hearts, never 
such an opportunity. The Spirit of God is at work 
in the army. At home I go out on a “still-hunt” for 
men. If T find one at home out-of three I am for- 
tunate. The man I find is preoccupied, absorbed, 
tangled up in a thousand things that delight, harass, 
or lead him astray. Here, in one minute from my 
hut I may be doing personal work with a prepared 
spirit. The man is on guard. His heart is lonely. 
His mind is a blank: His life is shadowed by dread 
possibilities of suffering and death. He may be 
Catholic or Protestant, Gentile or Jew,—it makes 
little difference. He is a man with heart-hunger, 
searching for a friend; and having won his confidence 
by simple ministries, I find him ready for the Great 
Message. 

Strange how the modern “wall of partition” is 
crumbling, and how the Jew is ready now to consider 
the claims of the Gospel. 

Here is one who comes forward to ask for the 
proofs of the reality of Christ’s resurrection. 

Here is another who, astonishing fact, has lost 
faith in God through life’s reverses, and. has begun to 
pray to Jesus! 

ere is another who came to me after an evening 
meeting which the soldiers led and said, “I am a 


Jew.” “Our Saviour was a Jew,” I responded. I 
~\ 








** Those Little Jetts fill a unique corner 
in thepaper. They are its musical accom- 
paniment, catching the ear, the spiritual 
ear, through the physical and mental, of 
both old and young. I praise God for ail 
the various, sweet accompaniments to His 
Word that are the means of making it 
real.’’—A Vermont Reader. 
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went to see him in his tent. We walked out under 
the tall pines overlooking the drill-field and sat down. 
He was a young man out of whom God appeared to 
be fashioning a rescue worker, though he “followed 
not with us.” He had been accusto: ed for some 
time to enter Y. M. C. A. huts. He would take with 
him a man under the influence of drink and encour- 
age him to sing hymns to Jesus, for he had seen 
power going out from that Name. 

“Of course,” he said to me, “when I sing a hymn 
to Jesus J think of Moses!” . 

It was my privilege to open to him then the first 
chapter of John’s spel, and read how Andrew 
found his greater brother Simon and brought him to 
Jesus, saying, “We have found him of whom Moses 
in the law and prophets did write.” 

“It may be he!” he responded; and with a fervent 
“Amen” finished the prayer I then offered as we sat 
there together, that Christ, the Light of the world, 
would enlighten him and reveal himself to him as 
his all-sufficient Saviour and Master anc Friend. 

God be praised for the fate of the boy in the army 
camp! Not that he is out of the reach of peril; not 
that he is beyond the need of prayer; but God is 
bringing good out of this fearful war, and drawing 
the young manhood of our land out of sordidness and 
littleness through discipline and sorrow to himself: 
“I have found God in the army,” is a confession on 
many a tongue to-day. Noble boys in khaki, who 
have laid everything earthly and human en the altar! 
Is the God who gave his best beloved Son indifferent 
to sacrifice\like that? No wonder he bends low to 
catch the first syllable of their repentance and faith, 
and gives them shining faces and feet that hardly 
touch the ground! Then let the church besiege the 
Throne that these who have “freely received” may 
“freely give”; that by their testimony they may spread 
a wave of evangelization through the army; and 
that these young men, honored and loved, who are to 
be not only our present defenders but our future 
leaders long after the war is won, may be “stablished, 
settled,” one with the Great S Idier and Sufferer who 
sanctified himself for us all! 



















ere tn ee ee 


tters. 


ern 








Remarriage After Divorce 


Can a woman marry again after leaving her husband 
for any reason, without committing adultery, in view 
of 1 Corinthians 7:10, 1? “And unto the married I give 
charge, yea not I, but the Lord, that the wife depart 
not from her husband (but should she depart, let her 
remain unmarried, or else. be reconciled to her hus- 
band); and that the husband leave not his wife.” 

Kindly answer this in “Notes on Open Letters.”—A 
New Jersey Inquirer. 


The New Testament authorizes the remarriage of 
a husband or a wife only when a divorce has oc- 
curred through the infidelity (by adultery) of the 
other. Here are our Lord’s words: “And I say 
unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except 
for-fornication, and shall marry another, committeth 
adultery: and he that marrieth her when she is put 
away committeth adultery” (Matt. = 19). The 
parallel passage in Mark 10:11, 12, applies the same 
principle to the wife that the Matthew passage ap- 
plies to the husband. In the passage quoted from 
Paul by this inquirer, it is stated that if a wife 
should separate from her husband she is to remain 
unmarried. Taken in connection with our Lord’s 
words (and we must remember that all Bible pas- 
sages must be interpreted in connection with the 
other Bible passages that treat of the same subject), 
it is evident that the only situation that justifies a re- 
marriage is the adultery of the one whose sin of in- 
fidelity has occasioned the separation. 

A, full and illuminating article on “Christ’s Own 
Teachings About Divorce,” by Professor Charles _R. 
Erdman, D.D., of Princeton Theological Seminary, 
was published in The Sunday School Times of April 
20, 1918. Dr. Erdman made very plain the uncom- 
promising position of God’s Word in this matter 
agg which the twentieth century is. so tragically 
ax. 
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‘lame French ”’ is ‘‘ sublime ”’ ! 


When I Followed Europe’s Finest Orator! 


But there is one soldier who thinks Mrs. Norton’s 


By Mrs. Ralph C. Norton 





FTER an Easter passed at La Panne, and after 
our meeting with the Queen at Wulveringhem, 
we left on April 3. At record speed the gray 

motorcar whirled us back along the shell-swept roads 
through Dunkirk to Calais. Even in our hurried flight 
we could observe several brand-new shell holes, on 
either side of our track, since we had last passed 
over it. 

Opposite us in the car was a Belgian Major who 
was sharing the vehicle that was taking us to Calais. 
We soon fell into conversation, and that, too, largely 
about the work that had brought us to La Panne, of 
which he had already heard much. We had not con- 
tinued to talk together for long before tears were 
glistening in his eyes, and before leaving us he said, 
handing up his card, which read “Baron P——:” 
“There are few places where I feel like puttin 
money these days, but your work is one in which 
can believe with all my heart, and I want you to accept 
this,” handing us a fifty-franc note. This was a truly 
heartening experience, and we rejoiced in. the few 
minutes of fellowship with this dear child of God. 

Calais also held a really enjoyable privilege for us. 
We were detained there for one night, and before 


taking our train we were ‘invited to inspect a canteen. 


newly opened by a Belgian co mittee for the soldiers 
en route from the front to London and to points in 
France. Quite close to the railway tracks the hut was 
situated, so that the men could dash in for refresh- 
ments, and hasten away again to the waiting train. 

As we stood back of the counter, suddenly the door 
was flung open, and the soldiers, about two hun- 
dred in number, entered. Weary, hungry, and de- 
jected they were. The first one advanced and put 
down on the counter a few sous for a sandwich. An- 
other came up and purchased a square of Belgian 
cake, not a substantial meal for men just out of the 
trenches, and with a trip of two or three days ahead 
of them. 

A Surprise Party 

The same thought came to both my husband and 
myself: “Tell the men to come up and.eat all they 
want, and we will pay for it,” he said, quickly, to the 
lady in charge of the canteen. It took a little bit of 
convincing to make the men believe they were indeed 
not to pay; but what a change came over them at this 
display of kindness. Quite orderly, and a little shyly, 
they came forward, one after the other, and took the 
coffee, sandwiches and cake offered them; and their 
faces, ever so quick to reveal the response of their 
spirits to the touch of sympathy and love, fairly shone. 

One Flemish man in front of me amused me im- 
mensely, for his smile was so broad and continuous, 
as he regarded us from across the counter, that he 
could scarcely manage to eat his food. When all was 
finished there were three cheers for America, and 
every man departed, happy. 

But before they filed out, quite at their own volition 
they put their names down to a word of thanks, and 
these names, with their military addresses, we took 
back with us to London, and to each man we will send 
a Gospel. As the train pulled out, these Belgian sol- 
diers fairly hung out of the window, and such a 
waving of hands! One possessed a white handker- 
chief—I am confident the only one in the Regiment— 
and with that white handkerchief he waved a con- 
centrated, representative Chautauqua salute until the 
train itself had disappeared from view! It may not 
have been scented with eau de cologne, but it wafted 
the perfume of a whole regiment’s gratitude. 

The four-hour trip consumed close to twenty 
hours, and as we skirted near to Amiens, which was 
then being so severely bombarded, we were constantly 
picking up refugees. People lay all night long in the 
narrow corridors of the train, and we sitting bolt up- 
right in the corners of our carriage were more for- 
tunate than the rest. Two French officers stood up 
not less than twelve hours. 

But at last the weary journey was over, and we 
were.in Paris, with time enough comfortably to catch 
the next train for La Havre, and also to receive a 
vociferous and unappreciated greeting from the Ger- 
man “Bertha”! 

The trip of four hours to La Havre lengthened out 
into twice that number, so it was after midnight when 
we arrived. Our telegram sent to the hotel had not 
arrived, so we spent another night bedless, this time 
on benches in the smoking room. How happily we 
were repaid, however, the next day, Sunday, when we 
assembled with our Belgian soldier friends in the lit- 
tle Protestant Foyer! How the hymns and the ad- 
dresses and the circle of kindly faces rejoiced our 
hearts. 

After the: programme was concluded there was a 
cup of chocolate or coffee for those present, and on a 
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Minister of Supplies Vandervelde of Belgium di- 
vides with Premier Clemenceau of: France the 
honor of being the “ golden mouth ” of European 
statesmanship. No wonder Mrs. Norton trembled 
_ to follow him. Minister Vandervelde is eagerly inter- 
ested in the present effort of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. 
Norton, of the British and Allied Soldiers Evan- 
gelistic Campaign, to give every one of Belgium’s 
100,000 soldiers a Christmas package consisting 
of chocolates, two candles, and a cake of soap. 
He has authorized their free shipment on Belgian 
ships, and M. Henry Malli, Belgian consul at New 
York, has ed for this ; and the goods, hav- 
ing been pur are ready to ship. The 
value of each, package is 30 cents. It would cost 
$1 in Europe, if it were at all procurable there. 
A Christmas card, bearing a Christmas Bible mes- 
cient to save a man’s soul, if heeded— 

goes out through captains of regiments to each 
soldier, who tears. off the perforated coupon 
and presents it at the nearest Belgian govern- 
mental store, thus drawing his package. This 

- means the evangelization of the whole Belgian 
army. One hundred thousand dollars is needed 
for this big undertaking, and for carrying on and 
extending the work; gifts sent as late as next 
January will be in time. They should be directed 
in care of C. G. Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday 
School ‘Times; and Treasurer of the British and 
Allied Soldiers Evangelistic Campaign, 1931 Wal- 

nut Street, Philadelphia. 








large table at the rear a package for every soldier 
present to take as he left the room. One. hundred and 
fifty of these parcels had been prepared in lieu of 
those which had not been received at Christmas. 

One little man at the close came up and introduced 
himself—“Simon Pierre.” We repeated the name 
after him. Why, of course, we knew “Simon Pierre.” 
His first words to us were to tell us that he was just 


~out of jail, where he had been sent for distributing 


Gospels. . But very happy he was to be out in time 
for our visit. 

Simon Pierre is a real trophy of the grace of God. 
In Belgium before the war a hopeless and besotted 
drunkard, he one day stumbled into a Salvation Army 
Hall in Brussels. His physical needs attended to, he 
shuffled into the place of meeting. An Englishman 
was addressing the company in very bad French. It 
was such bad French that Simon Pierre was fasci- 
nated. The man spoke of the Prodigal Son, and the 
message gripped the poor, needy heart. 


Simon Pierre, Colporteur 


Personally I received a great blessing when I heard 
of Simon Pierre’s manner of conversion. I feel so 
encouraged now to persevere in my own murder of 
the French language. 

After his conversion, this new man in Christ Jesus, 
filled with the Holy Ghost and power, commenced his 
ministty. He became an indefatigable distributer of 
the Word of God, in which service the little man 
could never learn caution. That is why he gets into 
jail every once in a while, for he is in military uni- 
form. Simon Pierre is being greatly blessed, and con- 
tinues to work for the “Ligue des Saintes Ecritures” 
in season and out of season. 

The next few days we spent in La Havre, and on 
Wednesday, together with Monsieur Vandervelde, the 
Socialist Minister of Supplies, we drove to a large 
barrack, where several hundred Belgian workmen 
were having their midday meal. Fourteen thousand 
envelopes had been prepared for the Belgian munitions 
workers at La Havre, which, as I have described be- 
fore, contained a voucher which represented in cash 
value twenty-five cents, and which could be cashed at 
any Government store. In each envelope was also our 
card of Easter greeting, printed on one side in French 
and on the other in Flemish, and presenting to these 
men the risen Christ, longing and waiting for their 
response to him. 

Monsieur Vandervelde had seen and approved our 
little sermonette. We were privileged to see the letter 
he had written to the general commanding the troops 
at La Havre, in which he said, “No heart but that 
would be touched by the Easter message enclosed. 
Of whatever faith he might be, or of no faith, he 
could not but be stirred and lifted out of himself.” 

So after our personal distribution of several hun- 
dred of these envelopes to the men assembled while 
they. sat in silence, Monsieur Vandervelde made a 
beautiful and touching address, after which, in my 
very lame French; I followed the finest orator in 
Europe! and when I had done, there were tears in 


mand, and with Pasteur M—, the chaplain, we de- 





many eyes, and these exiled, lonely-hearted soldiers 
were made to feel that those who loved them were 
with them on that occasion. 

I cannot but mention, in passing, Port Villez, the 
wonderful camp of mutilated soldiers on a hill crest 
overlooking the Seine, near to Paris. Here we stopped 
for an afternoon, and presented our little gifts to 
two thousand of these men, assembled that April 
afternoon in the great dining hall. I saw the pro- 
cession of mutilated and deformed humanity file by 
the table behind which we stood. As they passed, the 
envelope was put in each outstretched hand. How 
often during the little ceremony we prayed that that 
Easter message might carry conviction to the heart 
of the man who accepted the gift. 

Legless, armless, and, at the last, the totally blind, 
each led by a soldier comrade, and some of them so 
young! en we thought all had passed, a stir at 
one side, and, behold, two stalwart soldiers ap- 
proached, each carrying in | ‘s arms, as a child would 
a doll, a soldier comrade with both legs gone at the 
thigh. One of these boys carried in his arms a lovely 
bouquet of flowers for me. He smiled at us bravely 
as he tendered the gift, and we, frankly overcome 
with emotion, could only try to smile back through 
our tears. 

After leaving Port Villez we tarried in Paris just 
long enough to make brief preparations for our trip 
to the south. We reached Le Mans on a Saturday 
and spent three days at the Camp d’Auvours near by. 
This is a large concentration camp for Belgian sol- 
diers, where they are given military instruction, and 
there are sometimes as many as ten thousand men 
there at one time. The accommodations are most 
primitive, and the camp itself is set down in the mid- 
dle of a pine forest, a bleak and desolate place. 

On the Sunday morning as we entered the diminu- 
tive Protestant Foyer, the whole Belgian soldier audi- 
ence sprang to their feet to greet us, and we were not 
a little amazed to see our own enlarged portrait greet- 
ing us from a prominent vantage point. Again we 
felt at home. These were our own men, and they 
were welcoming us to our own place amongst them. 
What a beautiful morning service we enjoyed, testi- 
fying the one to the other of God’s great goodness 
to us. The little service breke up with warm greet- 
ings and hearty handshakings. 

I have often spoken of my own attempts at speak- 
ing out that which was in my heart, despite my limited 
knowledge of French, and the comment which one boy 
made to another after my remarks that morning was 
most telling. He said: 


“Tf the lady had spoken to us from her head 
only, we would have mocked at her imperfect 
French; but she spoke from her heart, and it 
was sublime!” 


All through the day lively preparations were going 
on in the opposite corner of the little Foyer from 
where the service was held. Three soldiers with 
sleeves rolled to their elbows were making the place 
ready for the little supper, in which, at six o'clock, 
some hundred soldiers were to share. All the night 
before they had worked getting ready the potatoes 
and meat. When the hour arrived in the late after- 
noon, the little building was quickly crowded with 
the men who bore tickets of admission for the sup- 
per, which must be limited to those for whom it was 
possible to find accommodation, and as we looked out 
of the two little windows, on each side of the build- 
ing, we saw Belgian soldiers quietly waiting, hoping 
that perhaps there might be found some place for 
them also. : 


The War Menu at a Foyer Dinner 


As the one hundred chosen ones took their places, 
and the door was closed upon the hundreds waiting 
so wistfully outside, something very formidable rose 
in my throat and I could not eat for a little bit. The 
chaplain was apologetic: 

“You must not blame those men for wishing to be 
present to-night, although they have no ticket of ad- 
mission, for,” he said, “you could not possibly know 
what this little supper that you have so kindly pro- 
vided means to these men. Our tables to-night are 
covered only with white paper, but to men accus- 
tomed to eat from a tin pail, to sit at a proper table 
with knife and fork and plate before them is a treat 
which they find it hard to forego.” 

The feast itself was simple: Potato salad and cold 
meat; but there was real butter with the bread, and 
biscuit with the coffee; and I think I have never seen 
a happier crowd of men in my life than the fortunate 
one hundred. Before leaving the camp, after con- 
sultation with the general who was the officer in com- 
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cided that if possible we would make a gift to the 
camp of another Foyer, about double the size of the 
one there, our friend the chaplain to be in charge, but 
the hut to be open to all soldiers, while religious ser- 
vices would continue to be held in his own Foyer, 
which the general agre d to have enlarged. , 

Assisting Pasteur M—— is a young man, dis- 
charged from the army as unfit for service, who is 
one of the most beautiful Christian characters we 
have ever met. I am hoping that some day you may 
be given his life story in full, for it is a wonderfui 
tribute to the power of the written Word. One day 
in the Argentine, where his home was, a Salvation 
Army worker left at his door a copy of the Gospel 
of St. John. Aime Claerhout took the little Gospel, 
and after talking a little with the giver set himself to 
read this book, and it led him to know and accept 
Christ. 

His father, a wealthy railway magnate, deeply re- 
sented the boy’s decision and cast him off apecienety. 
Aime returned to Belgium, where he entered the Sa 
vation Army, and later became a captain. He in turn 


became a Gospel distributer, and at the outbreak of.- 


hostilities entered the army, and, hearing of ovr work, 
became one of our most devoted helpers. He will be 
practically at the head of the new Foyer which we 
hope to open soon’ at this camp. 

When our visit to Camp d’Auvours was ended we 
returned again to Paris, and before leaving for Eng- 
land we had the great joy of opening, at 48 Rue de 
Lille, a new haven of refuge for the Beigian soldiers 
who come on leave to that godless city. It is under 
the able direction of Pasteur Blocher and his devoted 
wife. It was a lovely afternoon when at four o’clock 
we assembled together in the spacious room that was 
to be opened and dedicated. Quite a large number of 
Pasteur Blocher’s church workers had arrived, as well 
as other interested friends, among them Mademoiselle 
d’Aubigne, the daughter of the historian of the Refor- 
mation, and, best of all, there were the soldiers. 

As congés (furloughs) were closed at the time, we 
only had two Belgian soldiers, who were the heroes of 
the occasion, but twenty French poilus ! Well, we 
soon saw that any Foyer situated in Paris could not 
exclude the -French soldiers, so we decided on the 
spot to christen our new Foyer “Franco-Belge.” 

As we went from group to group of soldiers who 
were enjoying their tea and bread and butter, what 
sad stories we heard from them. They were almost 
ail on their way from the Front to the sick-bed’ or 
death-bed of some dear relative, as only such excep- 
tional leave was being granted. They received from 
our hands gratefully the gift of the Gospels, and since 
returning to London, Madame Riche, the consecrated 
Frenchwotman in charge, tells us that she finds the 
Belgians always, more ready and open to receive the 
Word of God than are the French—her own people. 

So closed ,our second month’s visit to the Front. 
More seed has been sown, and we know from past 
experience the harvest that will be reaped, and espe- 
cially are we happy as we look back to the two new 
Foyers, the one already opened and the other under 
way, which, with the one in London, will be indeed 
veritable havens of refuge for these men, exiled and 
hungry of soul. 





Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 








PASTOR'S notes from his own Bible margins are being 
given here, as marked through forty years of personal study. 
Each of the sixty-six books of the Bible is being covered, week 
by week, in this department of The Sunday School Times. 
The following plan for marking is helpful : 
At the top of the page—topical notes. 
At the bott lytical notes. 
At the side—exegetical notes. 
Exegesis is finding Christ in the Word. 
Exposition is preaching Christ from the Word. 








Luke 


The Gospel of Jesus, the Son of Man 
Key-word: Heal 
Key-text: “He hath anointed me to preach the 
gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the 
Calsaienatead™ (4: 18). 
Outline: 

1. His entrance (chaps. 1 to 4}. 

2, His sojourn (chaps. 5 to 21 

3. His withdrawal (chaps. 22 to 24). 

Luke is the Gospel for the Creek: the rhetorical, 
philosophical, beauty-loving Greek. And as such it 
is wrought out with wondrous taste and symmetry. 

Renan, who calls Matthew the most. important. book 
in the world, because of its initial facts, terms Luke 
the most beautiful book in the world, both because 
of what it conveys, ‘and the way the author conveys 
it. : And.he is right. It. is: the. sweetest story ever 
told,.and: no story was ever told more sweetly; its 
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theme is beauty, its telling no less so; it is, in every 
way, perfect! 

t is the man Christ a that is presented here: 
the friend of sinners. is ever talking of men, 
and to men. His goes back to Adam. 
Therefore it is the universal Gospel. As says Hosea, 
“I drew them with cords of a man” (11:4). “Be- 
hold the man!” 

Luke was himself a kind physician, and he knew 
the symptoms of the world’s disease, its wants and 
yearnings; and he introduces to us here the world’s 
great Physician, meeting in full man’s most clamor- 
ous needs. “He hath sent me to heal the broken- 
hearted; to preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised” 4: 9). 

It is the Gos for the dutcast of earth. It is 
Luke who tells of the Samaritan (10: 33, cf. 9:52), 
and the publican (18:13), and the prodigal (15:11); 
of Zaccheus (19:2), and the thief on the cross (23: 
43). He it is who has most to say for womankind. 
(chaps. I and 2). 

It is the poetic Gospel. The great hymns of the 
church get their harmonies from the flood of songs 
from heaven with which the book .opens: three 
angelic benedictions, addressed to Zacchzus, Elisa- 
beth, and Mary: a kind of divine oratorio. It opens 
with a song—“Glory to God”; it closes with a song— 
“Praising and blessing God.” The world has been 
singing ever since and all the bells sweetly ringing. 
Thank God for such a Gospel! 

Marginal Notes 

“Jesus ‘became the Son of man that we might be- 
come the sons of God.”—A. J. Gordon. 

Luke, most of all, has the pure Greek style. “The 
Hellenistic or Macedonian Greek in which the New 
Testament was written was a remarkably and provi- 
dentially plastic and forcible tongue.”—Farrar. 





of the Christ is the freest, fullest, of them all. — 

“Jesus remains the culminating point, the highest 
model of religion.”—Strauss. : 

“Whatever may be the surprises of the future, 
Jesus will never be surpassed.”—Renan. ~ 

“If any one can believe such mi eo 
that.the Gospel should have accomplished what it di 
without being of God) he must be possessed of more 
faith than is necessary to make him a Christian and 
remain an infidel from mere credulity.”—Jenyns. 

“The world itself has changed; it never been 
the same since Jesus left it."—Horace Bushnell. 

“It were easier to untwist all the beams of light 
in the sky, than to get the character of Jesus, which 
is the real Gospel, out of the world.”—Bushneil. 

“The Word must be truth, for thefe is here no 
term between truth and madness.—Luthardt. 


Marked Texts 


“That thou mightest know the certainty” (1:4). 
Let the Chairs that are teaching the “incertitudes” of 
the Gospel try a course in Luke. 

“Walking in all the commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord blameless” (1:6). Not faultless (see 
Zechariah’s momentary skepticism here), but blame- 
less. Thank God, there is a chance for us all. 

' “A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of 
thy people Israel” (2:32).“The light that shines 
farthest shines brightest at home.” 

“To preach the acceptable year of the Lord” (4: 
19). Why is the rest of the quotation from Isaiah 
(61:2). “and the day of vengeance of our God” 
omitted here? Evidently because this is the day of 
grace: judgment comes later. “Walk while ye have 
the light.” 


Osertin, OHIO. 





My “ Second 


How two friends rescued me from ‘‘ optimism ”’ 
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Charlotte Daily Observer, a ' newspaper powerful 
in Southern journalism. 1 worked up from re- 
porter to managing editor. Every. summer I spent 
my vacation with my. mother at the. old home in 
Asheville, N. C. There I would meet two friends of 
my boyhood days. One of them. was a. middle-aged 
man, Robert U. Garrett, who, seeking health for his 
wife, had removed years ago to this mountain city 
from St. Louis, Mo: He came from the church of Dr. 
James H. Brookes, by whose preaching of the doctrine 
of the Lord’s coming his life had been revolutionized. 
The other friend was Robert V. Miller, a rough 
and tumble, red-headed mountaineer lad in boyhood, 
but now an evangelist and a Bible teacher. Miller 
and I, living in the same neighborhood, had been inti- 
mate schoolmates and playmates. 

Mr. Garrett had taken an unusual personal interest 
in both of us as boys, and we had-been much influ- 
enced by the revival preaching of the various Need- 
ham brothers, whom Mr. Garrett brought to Asheville 
from time to time to hold meetings. 

It was under this influence that Miller finally ac- 
cepted the teaching of the imminent coming ’of the 
Lord. On account of distracting influences in my 
own life, I fought shy of the truth. I finally went. off 
to college, and Miller intp Y. M. C. A. work. 

But whenever we met, during those summer vaca- 
tions, Garrett and Miller would talk the Lord’s Com- 
ing to me. At first I thought to overwhelm them, 
pereny, with that ocean verse, “the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of Jehovah as the waters cover 
the sea” (Isa. 11:9). 

When they came back with, “And as were the days 
of Noah, so shall be the coming of the Son of man” 
(Matt. 24: 37), and many such Scriptures, and asked 
me how to harmonize these Scriptures with the one 
I had quoted, I could not do so, but secretly I went 
to the Bible and tried to get the answer. I got some 
specious arguments, such as that people were marry- 
ing then as they are now, etc. I confess my argu- 
ments did not seem to me to be entirely fair or con- 
clusive. So I deliberately decided that eschatology 
was speculative, and therefore unimportant, and I 
would none of it. It was not a language I could speak 
in the editorial columns of the Charlotte Observer. 

This was back in the late nineties: That whole 
teaching seemed dreadfully pessimistic to.me. I had 
keen writing optimistic editorials: in the Charlotte 
Observer. I have preserved one of them as a souve- 
nir. It predicted that aftér.mankind got to the pin- 
nacle of the Twentieth Century we would reach a de- 
lectable high tableland, where .a modern. civilization 
permeated with Christianity, would bring in Universal 
Brotherhood .and the. Pariament of .Man, .and::wars 
would be no more! 

But the Holy: Spirit :whispered:to me that I>was. a 


Fee: eleven years I served on the staff of the 


coward. In the good providence of God, I had never 
given up my conviction that the Bible, from lid to lid, 
was the inspired Word of God. This was I taught by 
my parents. The Bible could not contradict itself,— 
but / was making it do so. 

It was about six years, I suppose, that I struggled 
against the Spirit of God, and then there came alon 
a Bible Conference on the Coming of the Lord hel 
at the little Georgia mountain village of Toccoa. A 
number of Bible teachers who were national figures 
spoke, and their addresses were published daily in 
the Atlanta papers. One of my duties on the Char- 
lotte Observer was to read the exchanges. 

I was particularly struck by the difference between 
the “scare” heads over the Conference reports and the 
articles themselves in the Atlanta Constitution. This 
was not thorough journalism. The “heads” should 
be in sympathy with and reflect the. spirit of the 
articles below. It was quite evident that the repre- 
sentative sent from the Constitution to report the 
meetings was early converted and was swept off his 
feet in his enthusiasm, while the man at the desk 
down in Atlanta showed his disgust and displeasure 
by packing the headlines full of sneers and criticism. 

I doubt whether I should have taken time to read 
these articles if this anomalous journalistic situation 
on a great Southern daily had not caught my eye daily 
for a week, 

It was in one of these reports—and they all seemed 
inereasingly wonderful to me as I read—that a 
speaker quoted 1 John 3:3, “Every. one that hath 
this hope set on him purifieth himself, even as he 
[Christ] is pure.” I then said to the Lord, “If this 
doctrine of the Second Coming of Christ, pessimistic 
as it seems, will help me to live a holy life, I want it.” 

While I was still turning over in my mind many of 
the views that I had read in these newspaper reports, 
Robert Miller, returning from an: evangelistic trip, 
passed through Charlotte. It was on a Saturday, on 
the evening of which I had an appointment to run 
down to Fort Mill, S.C., near by, where lived the Rev. 
Joseph B. Mack, D.D., a kinsman of mine. Dr. Mack 
was a minister in the Southern Presbyterian Church. 
He had always been an ardent believer in the Lord’s 
return, and had often spoken to me of his views. He 
had gotten the teaching from old Dr. Breckinridge, 
of Danville Theological Seminary in Kentucky. 

I decided to take Miller down with me to spend 
Sunday. (Sunday was always my day off from my 
newspaper work. ) 

Both that Saturday night and the following Sunday 
night Dr. Mack and Mr. Miller sat up until long after 
midnight, forgetting -how time fled, as they unfolded 
the Word and spoke of: the hope in their own hearts 
of the return of the Lord. 

I sat -by in utter amazement that the Bible was so 

( Continued on page 647) 
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An Unrehearsed White Gifts Program 


And other Christmas ‘exercises that reveal the true spirit 


: ) 


of the Master 





“White Gifts Christmas” for several years, 
and always at the vesper hour of tue Sunday 
previous to Christmas Day. , , 

On each occasion the heavy woodwork in the front 
of the auditorium has been entirely hidden by white 
draperies, and a large star, formed of a hundred tiny 
electric lights, placed at the top of the organ, fur- 
nishes most of the light. The first cost, of course, 
was considerable, but there was not any expense this 
season. Rats 

Cotton flannel, used fleecy side out, was carefully 
put away and protected, as were the bolts of tarlatan 
that had made exquisite bows, softening the tops of 
railings, the lighting fixtures, and all sharp angles. 
This tarlatan had taken the place of loose cotton bat- 
ting used’in early seasons, for the sake of lessening 
danger from fire; but the effect was very much pret- 
tier. White domestic covered all the carpetings in 
sight. Everywhere there were hundreds of white 
‘morning glories made of crepe paper, trailing as vines 
over the draperies and nodding in clusters on their 
invisible wires. These, too, are folded up and put 
away year by year. In the center-of the platform is 
always the pure white cross, which is given a shadowy 
effect by drapings of the tarlatan and white flowers. 

This was the setting for the extremely simple 
service, consisting of songs without prelude, and the 
presentation of white gifts without announcement. 
The people had gathered in the twilight of the winter 
afternoon to find the church dimly lit by side lights 
that had been softened by the tulle. The orchestra 
in the high loft played old church hymns until the 
distant voices of the children in processional were 
heard ; and they came in to take the little white chairs 
facing the platform and the sections roped off by 
bows of the tarlatan and flowers. 

When all were in place, the music burst joy- 
ously into “Joy to the World,” and all the lights, 
including the star, flashed on. The prayer and rev- 
erent répetition of Luke’s Christmas story were given 
by the pastor, who stood as one of the audience. 
Then came the bringing forward of the gifts, led by 
the youngest and in departmental processions. It 
was done in silence and under the light of the star 
only, the songs preceding the marching. 

far the program was exactly that of former 
years, so there was no confusion, and no directions 
were necessary. But as the last of the grown people 
had passed by the chancel, and as a surprise to every 
one save the leaders, four soldiers in uniform emerged 
from the side and stood at attention, two on either 
side and at the rear of the cross. A Red Cross nurse 
entered, took her place between the groups; and as 
she held up a silken Red Cross flag, the soldiers on 
one side unfurled the Stars and Stripes, and the other 
two the service flag of the church. At the soldiers’ 
salute, the audience rose, saluted, and sang spontane- 
ously “In the Cross of Christ I glory.” 

The hush and reverence of these moments cannot 
be told. The benediction fell like a blessing upon all. 
Then, as the people passed out, there was joyous music 
from the choir loft because this was Christmas time, 
and our very sacrifices make us glad.—Lee McCrae, 
Washington, D. C. 5 

we 


Infant Welfare Station No. 2 


R the first time in its history the Irving Park 
Presbyterian Sunday-school of Chicago held a 
Giving Christmas, on Chri tmas of 1917. Those who 
have themselves observed that beautiful practise 
know that it is not the last time. But one leading 
element that made it a success was the way in which 
the gifts were presented. 

In order that the programme might not be unduly 
extended, the twenty-six classes were united to form 
twelve units. The Men’s Bible Class, the Women’s 
Bible Class, and the Philatheas formed one unit each. 
Three more units were formed from the Seniors, five 
from Intermediates and Juniors, and one comprising 
Primaries and Cradle Roll. “Jot less than a month 
before Christmas these units were enjoined to inform 
the Christmas Committee what they planned for their 
gifts, and also in what way they would present it. 
None but. the committee received this intelligence. 
Two members of the Christmas Committee had this 
single task, and found it sufficient; for no unit 
was to duplicate another either in giving or in the 
“stunt.” 

The Christmas evening was as’ interesting as the 
most- hopeful had anticipated.. One unit -appeared 


T* Highlands Methodist Church has had a 


arrayed-in the-garbs that suggest-Campbell’s soups. 
One-of the group recited a-few of the-advertisements 
Their gift actually 


that-usually.go with the pictures. 


was composed of several dozen of Campbell’s soups 
in cans. An intermediate unit of twenty-two boys 
piled on top of each other, forming a living pyramid, 
and each boy holding a package of corn-meal. Girls 
of similar age had worked for weeks to have baby 
garments to give to a needy home. They presented 
“Infant Welfare Station No. 2,” acting out in a strik- 
ing way, but without speaking a word, how baby gar- 
ments are distributed to mothers in , settlements. 
There was a scale on the table; one ‘girl acted as 
nurse, others came to: her with dollies, that were 
properly weighed and dressed The gifts actually 
went to the cause that was indicated in the little play. 

Among the Intermediates there were Boy Scouts 
and Campfire Girls. These acted out a hospital 
scene, in which physicians, nurses and wounded 
heroes played their part. A letter was read addressed 
to a wounded soldier in France. Each participant 
brought a package of candy, which, accompanied by 
the letter, was forwarded later-to a member of the 
Irving Park Church who is serving as a nurse in 
France. 





How You May Use White Gifts 


Thirty-three gave themselves to Christ, and thirty-two 
reconsecr: themselves, in a White Gifts Christmas serv- 
ice ina small Sunday-school. Don’t you want to try it? 
Beautiful programs for a White Gifts service may be had 
from The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, as listed here, or a sample 
containing one of each may be had for fifty cents. 


‘* White Gifts for the King.’” By Mrs. Phebe A. Curtiss. 
Boards, 35 cents; paper, 15 cents. 

** White Light.” By C. D. Meigs. A book of sur- 
prises. 10 cents. 

Twe Services (Nos. 1 and 2), by Mrs. Phebe A. Curtiss, 
to select from. 16 pages each. $4.25 per hun- 
dred, prepaid; 55 cents per dozen; 5 cents each. 

A Pageant. By je Brown Pounds. With music. 
16 pages. .25 per hundred ; 55 cents per dozen; 
5 cents each. 

‘*The Birthday Story.’’ By Jessie Brown Pounds. 
For those who want something different trom the 
Pageant of Services Nos. | and 2. $5.00 per hun- 
dred; 65 cents per dozen; 6 cents each. 

‘* Message of Peace.’ By Mrs. J. L. Stacey. A new 
order of service for this year. Distinctly different 
and timely, -$5.00 per hundred; 65 cents per 
dozen ; 6 cents each. 














A ufit of Juniors came forward in aprons and cap 
made familiar to Americans through the “cream of 
wheat” advertisements... The packages of cream of 
wheat which they carried were given to the Olivet 
Institute of Chicago. One lad of ten made a little 
speech all his own. Another representative of a unit 
prayed the touching prayer with which Mr. Meigs 
has enriched the Christian world, for “Others.” 

Just previous to the observance, the organ prelude 
rendered familiar Christmas tunes, softly continuing 
until the procession was ready to enter. Then strongly 
came “Joy to the World,” after which the pastoral 
prayer and “Oh, Come, all ye Faithful” by the entire 
congregation. As usual, “Why the Chimes Rang” 
was recited, and carols and hymns were so arranged 
that the giving occurred in three instalments. 

Two results which had scarcely been looked for 
nevertheless showed themselves after the - tivities 
were over. Of two classes that took their part in the 
service the teachers had become distressingly lax. Not 
a hand had they apparently turned to make their 
pupils active elements in the preparations. These 
classes previous to Christmas were at the point of 
disbanding. But fellowship with other pupils and the 
true spirit that prevailed amid drills and labors acted 
benevolently in their behalf. Their teachers, how- 
ever, were so utterly out of touch with the work of 
their own pupils that during the exercises they could 
only sit and look on. Tiieir sin had found them out. 
Evidently the experience was searching enough for 
them ; but the root of the matter was in them. They 
have been faithful in every way since that humiliating 
evening. 

Another blessed result has been that parents of 
pupils who heretofore never showed the least interest 
either in the ’Sunday-school, the church, or the re- 
ligious —— of their children, have since then been’ 
present. at either Sunday-school, or church, or both, 
not just once or twice, but with encouraging regular- 
ity.—Gerrit Verkuyl, Oak Park, Iil. 


The Names of Jesus 
(An Exercise for nine or for eighteen children.) 


First Child— 

Did you know that the Lord, who on Christmas 
Was born in that long, long ago, 

Had so many sweet names and great titles, 
Such beautiful ones we should know? 

They lie on the Bible’s fair pages 
Like the gems that in pure gold ‘are set, 

And those that we've learned for your hearing 
We children may never forget. 


Second Child— 
So long, long before that first Christmas, 
A prophet had risen to tell 
That surely He’d come, and his people 
Should call him Emanuel. 


They shall call his name Emanuel . 


Third Child— 
And another of God’s own great prophets, 
Foretelling his coming to save, 
Told of names that in joy they,would call him, 
Such wonderful names that he gave. 
His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, TI 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace 


God with we: 


Fourth Child— 
Just before He was born in that stable, 
An angel came down from above, 
And said that the name they should call him 
Was “Jesus,” the name that we love. 
Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his peo 
ple from their sins, 


Fifth Child— 
Then the angels who came to the shepherds 
And sang of his wonderful birth, 
Had a mame that they called him, the “Saviour,” 
They said, had been born on the earth. 
Unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Saviou 
which is Christ the Lord. 


Sixth Child— 
There were wise men who sought him and found him 
And gifts in their hands did they bring; 
And a glorious title they gave him,— 
They worshipped and hailed him “The King.” 
There came wise men, from the east to Jerusalem, sayin 
Where is he that is born King of the Jéws? 


Seventh Child— 
There were twelve of his chosen disciples, 
Who with him on earth loved to dwell; 
They called him their Lord and their Master; 
And he said that those names pleased him well 


Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so [ an 


Eighth Child— 
He used of himself many titles, 
And all we would™cherish and keep; 
But sweetest of all, “The Good Shepherd,” 
Who knows and who cares for each sheep. 
I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and aa 
known of mine. 


Ninth Child— 

And by what sweet names do you call him? 
The Saviour, whose death sets you free? 

Your Master and Lord, and obey him? 
Your King in a true loyalty? 

Do you call him Good Shepherd, and follow 
Where’er he in love leads the way? 

Then your life is truly exalting 
His thrice blessed name every day. 

God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name: That at the name of Jesu: 
every knee should bow . and every tongue confese 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father 


—Mary Brainerd Smith, Philadelphia. 
ve 
Keeping It Secret 


UR situation made it possible to have beautiful 

decorations—for we are just far enough from 
Portland to be near the woods, where three splendid 
trees were procured by one of-our boys who lives on 
a farm; and again we are sometimes called the “paper 
city,” and this made it possible to get plenty of white 
paper from the largest book paper mill in the world. 
With the trees for a background in the arch, and 
with paper to cover the entire floor of the arch and 
pulpit, we had a splendid setting for our white cross, 
which stood in the center, and on each side of which 
our girls’ vested choir took their seats. The program 
we followed was service No. 1 by Mrs. Phebe Curtiss, 
and it worked out most acceptably in every detail. 
Besides simple gifts of books from the Cradle Rolf 
and Beginners’ Department to the Children’s Hospital 
in Portland, every class in the school, the school as a 
whole, and every organization in the church had a 









Se eas et 





part in a gift of money. It was t secret what the 
different organizations were doing, but at the close of 
the service, the objects included in the giving were 
the Armenian and Syrian Relief, Red Cross, Missions, 
Testaments, Y. W. C. A. Council, and church expenses. 
The amount raised aggregated one hundred dollars, 
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and only the future work of the church will reveal 
what the individual pledges of self, service, and sub- 
stance are to mean to our progress. We all agree 
that we can never go back to the old way again, for 
the White Christmas is the true spirit of the Master. 
—Adrian T. June, Westbrooke, Maine. 





Jerusalem Before and After Allenby 


Turk-made squalor and beggary transformed 
into unprecedented prosperity 





Conditions in Jerusalem before and after the defeat of the Turks by the English, as 
described here, call forcibly to mind a similar chapter from sacred history—conditions 


in Samaria before and after the siege of 


ing water, brought in from Arroub, the dream 
ot prophets, the theme of the sages.” 

This is a paragraph from one of two letters 
written to friends in America by members of the 
American Colony in Jerusalem. The letters are un- 
der dates of ;~ A 10 and July 29, respectively, and 
came into the hands of The Sunday School Times 
through the courtesy of Mr. Edward K. Warren, of 
Three, Oaks, Mich., retiring President of the Inter- 
national Sunday School Association, who had visited 
and is deeply interested in this Colony in the Holy 
City. 

The letters describe the contrast between the 
Jerusalem of Turkish control, and the Jerusalem of 
General Allenby’s rescue. Says one of the letters: 

“Seventeen of us have been very busy in the relief 
work, so that the poor might the sooner be helped, 
until the helpers whom the Syrian and Palestine Re- 
lief Committee were expecting should come. Now 
that these are arriving, we are gradually withdrawing, 
for some of the sisters must have the needed rest, as 
they are threatened with a breakdown. 

‘ “We might be notified that 150 wounded were com- 
ing, and that they might have ev rything needed for 
their comfort we would sit up, expecting them, for 
from two to ten hours, and then only four would 
arrive. And yet we could not risk going to sleep and 


| ERUSALEM has already an abundance of liv- 








This Month Palestine Jews 
Celebrated their New Magna Charta 


Newspaper readers, the other day, saw 
an item from the Zionist Organization 
of America, that Jewish communities 
throughout Palestine were celebrating on 
November 2 the first anniversary of the 
signing of ‘‘The Jewish Magna Charta,”’ 
a title given to the British Declaration in 
favor of the establishment of a national 
homeland for the Jewish people. 


Do You Understand It ? 


Of course, everybody knows how the 
British Cabinet deciared that they “view 
with favor the establishment in Palestine 
of a national home for the Jewish people, 
and will use their best endeavors to fa- 
cilitate it.’’ And other Aliied nations, 
and the United States, are in full sym- 
pathy with this. No wonder the Jews 
are celebrating ! , 


But what does it all mean—not merely 
to the Jews, but to the whole world? Not 
one newspaper reader in a thousand can 
intelligently answer. You can be one 
who understands, if.you follow the way 
Suggested in an extraordinary announce- 
ment on page 650 in this issue. Rever- 
ently, because of what God himself has 
revealed, you can answer the question— 


What Does it Mean to God ? 


Benhadad, as given in 2 Kings 6 and 7. 


have them arrive when nothing was ready to allay 
their sufferings. There was the constant erosion of 
strength and vitality caused by the uncertainty and 
tension.” 

The second letter goes on to paint this vivid pic- 
ture: 

“It would have been possible on the oth of Decem- 
ber, 1917, to have ‘gathered all the foodstuffs to be 
found in the markets of Jerusalem into two good- 
sized rooms; for the population had been so reduced 
by typhus and starvation, and so drained by the mili- 
tary calls, and transportation had so disappeared be- 
cause of all horses, camels, and donkeys having been 
requisitioned, that nothing could be brought into the 
city except on old men’s backs, or on women’s heads. 

“Even this slender vein was at the snapping point, 
and, driven farther and farther from the city through 
the paper money depreciation, and other difficulties, 
. . + the peasants were driven first to the outskirts, 
where they could more easily exact the kind of money 
and price they chose to put upon their merchandise 
without fear of the oppressive measures of the police; 
and later one-half, one, two, three, four, and five miles 
from the city, to which distance the inhabitants were 
forced to walk out and carry the cash so as to secure 
the indispensable vegetables, fruits, fuel, etc. 

“The contrast between this picture and the present 
one is indescribable. The markets are now overbur- 
dened with vegetables and fruit; donkeys have begun 
to reappear by the score; camels seem to filter in by 
the fives and tens; every day sees some new Carriage 
make its début at the Jaffa Gate, where not oné was 
seen for months; young men that had been i_ hiding 
for six months, for one, two, and three years, ‘sud- 
denly appeared as if risen from the dead; the poor 
down-trodden peasants aré realizing prices that 
neither they nor their fathers ever realized, and prod- 
uce is flowing into the city by every avajlable means. 

“When the victorious British troops solemnly 
passed by on the oth of December, 1917, the inhabi- 
tants were as eager to find employment as they were to 
satisfy hunger with food, and tens of thousands of 
old men and young, Mohammedan and every other 
kind, and women and children, too, found ready and 
lucrative employment, so that never have there been 
fewer beggars seen in Jerusalem than to-day. 

—‘These various transformations have so altered 
conditions that over eighty percent of the population 
find themselves in better circumstances than they or 
their fathers ever enjoyed. One illustration will 
amply emonstrate this. The military authorities out 
of careful solicitude for the farmers announced that 
on a certain day there would be a sale of captured 
enem; animals, so that farm work might not be de- 
layed. That day realized thousands of pounds for the 
authorities—many times more than they expected— 
for the people bid over one another. Puny mules and 
horses reached prices never heard of before—sixty 
and seventy pounds apiece; one single purchaser pay- 
ing over 750 pounds! When with this is contrasted 
the condition of things prevalent with the Turks, at 
which time the price agreed upon between the officers 
for a captured British horse was five pounds (the 
British horse being always worth three times as much 
as a Turkish one), one can form some idea of the 
present prosperity. “ 

“We are using half as much wheat this month as 
we did last year this time, so you see what quantities 
of food-stuffs there are which reduce the bread con- 
sumption. Instead of living on conscription and 
requisition, as for three and one-half years we had 
been pitilessly driven to, we are now under a govern- 
ment whose sole aim is to provide for the population 
and mitigate their hard lot. 

“Never was the state of public health better. Since 
the time of the Romans never have there been so 
many roads in every direction in. the country, and at 
no time in history have.they. been kept in such repair. 
As to rapid communication, no comparison. can be 
made with past ages, for. none existed: then—but it 
can safely be said-that ‘more is accomplished along 
those lines in a month nowadays. than. the. changes 
produced formerly in a century. 





“Liberated from a.Government that gathered the 
staff of life from the houses of the people—sometimes 
the very wheat it had itself sold to the population— 
we have fallen under the sway of those who take 
upon themselves the burden of rationing the whole 
population. They charge themselves with transport- 
ing from abroad all that is necessary to live upon. 
— can buy rice at a cheaper rate than they 
paid for it before the war! This has never been the 
lot of the inhabitants since the history of Jerusalem 
began. _. 

“In this way many a pogr person found a way to 
make a trifle, buying commodities and reselling them 
to his neighbors, but woe betide that unfortunate if 
some policeman or unscrupulous person met him and 
forced him to sell his merchandise for paper money, 
as sometimes did happen. 

“Beyond all this: Experts of all kinds are here 
studying to devise means for sanitation, to improve 
the streets and the city, what the needs of the future 
are, what technical and industrial school are neces- 


sary for the development of the population, and for 


enabling them to shake off the curse and incubus of 
ages. Surely what kings and prophets desired to see 
and saw not, it has been granted to us to be eye- 
witnesses of! 

- “Some of our people are helping the Red: Cross 
Commission and investigators, and we are gradually 
working back into a normal state of living. 

“You will be interested to learn that this year we 
recommenced the Fourth of July celebration, which 
since the beginning of the war has been discontinued, 
and a new epoch is certainly marked. The letter con- 
cludes by speaking of the hearty way in which the 
Red Cross relief joined in the Fourth of July cele- 
bration. The Commander and the Governor and staff 
attended, and “the young people performed a couple 
of drills, the band played—almost for the first time 
since the war—and we had singing.” 





That well-known friend and writer of The Sun- 
day School Times, Dr. Charles Ernest Scott, of 
China, indefatigable missionary and flaming fire 
of evangelism, lay at death’s door in a hospital in 
China for some six weeks last summer. has 
oom’ restored him; and he has written the 

itor a message that must be shared with many. 

Here it is : 


Many times during this illness the devil has tempted me, 
just as he did our Lord during his forty days of weakness 
in the wilderness. From sheer exhaustion | have dozed off 
for a moment's sleep, and in that time have had dreadful 
dreams—dreams full of depression, disaster, and horror, 
from which I have as frequently been awakened by 

‘oxysms of pain. During waking hours the arch enemy 

as put before me many evil thoughts and haunting fears 
of every sort—intimations of treachery of friends, desertion 
by family, ingratitude of the Chinese, injustice of colleagues, 
etc., etc. 

In my condition | was too weak to brace myself against 
them or to know whattodo. All that was left to me was 
feebly to moan : “ Lord, | am thine. Pity me!” And 
He flashed back verses, learned at my mother’s knee. And 
I held my mind to them, and soaked my thoughts in them, 
as a cow chews her cud. That's meditation! I turned 
those verses around, and viewed them from every angle, 
and overlaid them with prayer, and mixed it in with them. 


again I say, Rejoice.” “ The Lord is at hand.” 

peace of which h all shall keep 

your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” aS 
ity y 


I hung on to them like grim death, and they replaced 
ith a feast of good things, restful and satisfying, the - 
of mental and spiritual horrors that Satan per- 
sisted in shoving at me. 

So now I have a new testimony, born out of this sick- 
ness,—the unspeakable comfort in time of trial of Scrip- 
ture memorized during childhood. 


Suppose it had been you—have you got the Bible 
in your heart, for God to bring to your mind? 
The Bible Success Band is the blessed answer. - 
’ It is a simple, now world-wide, plan, renewed every 
year, for committing one verse of the Bible to 
‘memory, by heart, each day. Thousands the world 
around are united in the fellowship of this day-by- 
day memorizing of God’s own words. Perhaps 1919 
will be the best year you and your friends have ever 
had if you secure at once copies of the 1919 new 
booklet of the Bible Success Band. Could there be 
a better gift for each member of your Sunday- 
school class? For your pastor, and Christian 
friends? For your missionary friends on the 
foreign field? 
It may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1631, Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 15 
cents single ¢opies; 12 cents each for ten -or more. 
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LESSON 9. DECEMBER I. JOSEPH SOLD BY HIS BROTHERS 


Genesis 37 : 18-28 


Golden Text.—Hatred stirred up strifes ; 


But love covereth all transgressions.— Prov. 10 ; 12 





ee 


The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull . 
Getting Started in Class - 
Fen the Sunday-school of one of the workers 


2 Si SES eas Ald a 


tema eee 


in The Sunday School Times office a boy en- 
listed, shortly after the United States entered 
the war, and was sent to France. Later the pastor 
of the same church entered upon Y. M. C. A. war 
work overseas, and was made a “Y” Secretary in 
France. As the war went on, the Sunday-school boy 
i was wounded and sent to a field hospital behind the 
firing line. His pastor, “Somewhere in France,” heard 
of his need, and hurried across country two hundred 
miles in an automobile to the field hospital. When 
he reached there the young soldier had just died; 
the only comfort to the family and friends was that 
the funeral service of the boy they loved was con- 
ducted by his own pastor in that far distant land. _ 
Have we.ever realized that when a child of God is 
in need, and God, as it were, hurries to go to him, 
God never gets there too late,—not late even by a 
second of time? Joseph was at the point of death; 
God hurried to his help, and reached there, not in 
time to conduct a éuneral but in time to prevent the 
death. “The nick of time” is as safe a margin with 
God as hours or days of time. And even when God 
seems to have gotten there “too late,” and a death has 
occurred, as in the case of Lazarus, God will not 
hesitate to raise from the dead if need be. 


Our Background Material 


Faith is always faith, but it may have different 
aspects. Seven different aspects of faith are repre- 
sented by the life and experiences of seven different 
well-known Old Testament characters, one of whom 
is the center of this week’s lesson. The seven are 
Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and 
Joseph. What different aspects of faith each of the 
seven illustrates is shown by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(II, 2); and a most interesting bit of “background” 
study may be had by giving a few minutes to these 
in-the way suggested, having members of. the class 
recall some incident in the life of each that illustrates 
the aspect of faith represented by that life. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 
son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 
of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
- quickly locating the references. 
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Have the class give the reasons. suggested in chap- 
ter 37 for the brothers of Joseph being down on him, 
such as Joseph’s evil report of certain brothers 
(v. 2); the father’s favoritism (v. 3) ; Joseffh’s first 
dream (v. 5); his second dream, now including even 
the father and mother (vs. 9-11). 

Note that Joseph’s evil report of certain brothers 

may not have been mere tale bearing, as Dr. Griffith 

Thomas (I, 1) points out. Jacob’s favoritism -is dis- 

cussed in that same paragraph. The perils of parental 

favoritism are discussed by Mrs. Askew (1). 

— The view taken of Joseph in a bys’ class as “sure 
one spoiled child” is given by Mr. Rogers (1); have 
: the class discuss whether this estimate is correct, or 

Pay whether Joseph may indeed have been not that sort 

= of boy at all. There is strong evidence in Joseph’s 
favor. Certainly he was a “Here am I” kind of boy 
scout (v. 13). , 

Ought the father to have sent this seventeen-year- 
old boy on a sixty-mile journey away from home, to 
meet the older brothers whose hatred of him must 
have been very evident by this time? It does not look 
like a wise or thoughtful move on Jacob’s part, does 
it? Would most boys, under the circumstances, have 
been afraid to go on the journey? Joseph’s prompt 
“Here am I” does not look like the answer of a 
spoiled, priggish youngster. Help the class to see 
that we are at the beginning of the life-story of one 
of the most remarkable characters in all the Bible, 
of whom, as Dr. Griffith Thomas points out, not a 
flaw is recorded; and we know what pitiable flaws 
are recorded in the lives of many of the Bible’s great- 
est characters. 

Here is an inspired and infallibly accurate account 
of an actual historical incident—things that occurred 
“f in the lives of certain men as literally as things are 
occurring to-day in the lives of other men. Yet as 
we study the incident we find that from beginning to 
end (as also in the case of Joseph’s entire life after 
this lesson) it is so filled with details that typify the 
life and death and work of Jesus Christ, that we 
realize such details could not have had a part in the 
incident except for God’s sovereign ordaining and 
directing power. 

This foreshadowing, by literal historical incidents, of 














Devotional : Psa. 4. 
i i Teachers: Gen. 37 : 1-36. 
Primary Memory Verse; Let us love one another.— 


1 John 4:7: 
jeule Bomery Verse: Rom. 12: 


21. 
"s Adult Topic: Seeds and Fruits of 


F. Discord. : 
Additional Material : Gen. 13:8; Psa. 133: 1; Prov. 6: 16- 
19; 1 Cor. 13; Col. 3:18 to 4:1. 











18 And they saw him afar off, and before he came near 
unto them, they conspired against him to slay him. 19 And 
they said one to another, Behold, this ‘dreamer cometh. 
20 Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him 
into one of the pits, and we will say, An evil beast hath 
devoured him: and we shall see what will become of his 
dreams. 21 And Reuben heard it, and delivered him out of 
their hand, and said, Let us not take his life. 22 And 
Reuben said unto them, Shed no blood; cast him into this 
pit that is in the wilderness, but lay no hand upon: him: 
that he might deliver him out of their hand, to restore him 
to his father. 23 And it came to pass, when Joseph was 
come unto his brethren, that they stripped Joseph of his 
coat, the coat of many colors that was on him; 24 and they 
took him, and cast him into the pit: and the pit was empty, 
there was no water in it. 

25 And they sat down to eat bread: and they lifted up 


‘their eyes and looked, and, behold, a caravan of Ishmaelites 


was coming from Gilead, with their camels bearing ® spicery 
and *balm and ‘myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt. 
26 And Judah said unto his brethren, What profit is it. if 
we slay our brother and conceal his blood? 27 Come, and 
let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be 


upon him; for he is our brother, our flesh. And his 
brethren hearkened unto him. 28 And there passed by 
Midianites, merchantmen; and they drew and lifted up 


Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites 
for twenty pieces of silver. And they brought Joseph into 
Egypt. 


1Heb. master of dreams. *Or, gum tragacanth Or, 


storax *Or, mastic ‘Or, ladanum 
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events or spiritual truths that were to be revealed cen- 
turies later, occurs constantly throughout the Bible. 
The historical incidents are often, apparently, wholly 
natural. The free will of the men and women having 
part in them is really free will, unimpaired. Yet back 
of it all is God foreordaining, directing, bringing to 
pass in supreme sovereignty. It is part of the super- 
natural character of the history of God’s people. It 
is part of the evidence for the inspiration of the 
Bible,—the infallible record of these events. 

After letting the class get the complete story of the 
natural events of this thrillingly interesting lesson, 
get them to discover for themselves, under the teach- 
er’s guidance and suggestion, the many details in 
which the life and work of Christ are foreshadowed 
by the Joseph details. Several of these are clearly 
brought out in Mr, Banks’ article on “The Prophecy 
in This Lesson,” in this issue. Here are more,—in- 
cluding those: 


Joseph and Christ were both a “special object of 
a father’s love” (Gen. 37:3; Matt. 3:17; John 
3:35, 5:20). j 

The coat of many colors may have symbolized 
royalty; such a coat was “the distinctive mark of 
kings’ daughters who were virgins” (2 Sam. 13: 18). 
Its meaning is commented on by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (I, 1). 

‘The obeisance of Joseph’s brothers before him, 
in his first dream, suggests the homage which the 
tribes of Israel will, at_His coming, render Christ. 


The second dream includes this likeness between 
Joseph and Jesus, and now includes the obeisance 
of the father and the mother, as Joseph and Mary 
came to worship Jesus. 

The father’s keeping the saying in mind (v. 11) 
reminds us of how Jésus’ mother “kept all these 
sayings in her heart” (Luke 2: 51). 

Joseph was sent to a distant region to find his 
brethren, as Christ was sent from heaven to a far 
country, this earth, to find his brethren. 


And, like Joseph, Christ “came unto his own, and 
they "ae were his own received him not” (John 
23-51). : 

Both “conspired against him to slay him.” 
Mr. Banks’ article.) 


_ Joseph’s brethren stripped off his coat, symbol- 
. izing royalty ; Jesus’ brethren, the Jews, sought to 
strip from him his claimed royalty as they cried 
out, “We have no king but Caesar” (John 19:15). 
Joseph was cast into the pit, symbolizing death. 
Jesus was crucified. 
Mockingly the brothers, doing away with Joseph, 
cried, “We shall see what will become of his 
dreams.” Mockingly the Jews said of Him who 


(See 


had claimed to be King of Israel, “Let him now 
come down from the cross” (Matt. 27: 42). 


That “the pit was empty, and there was no water 
in it,” which might have drowned Joseph, may sym- 
bolize the fact that death had no permanent power 
le tc though he-was really cast down into 

eath. 


The lifting of Joseph up out of the pit of death 
symbolizes the raising of Jesus from the dead. 

_The twenty pieces of silver typify Judas’ thirty 
pieces of silver. 

Joseph, rejected by his brethren, like the rejected 
Christ, goes away to the Gentiles to become a 
blessing to them. P 

Joseph’s humiliation, both here and for years 
later in Egypt, which were historically necessary 
if he was to come up out of them to the right hand 
of the throne of Egypt, typify the downward steps 
in voluntary humiliation taken by our Lord which 
were necessary (“wherefore”) to the high exalta- 
tion by God and. “the name which is above every 
name” (Phil. 2: 6-11). 

Other striking type points are given by Mr. 
Banks. 


The Truth That Is Golden 


When we are in covenant relations with God, we 
cannot escape his blessing. If we are conscientiously 
loving and serving him, as Joseph was, the most 
“hopelessly” “adverse circumstances are on the credit 
side of our account, for “to them that love God ali 
things work together for good” (Rom. 8:28). And, 
if we are in covenant relations with God. as the Jews 
were, even when we are in rebellion against him he 
does not abandon us, but still overrules even our acts 
of rebellion to work out his own pufposes, to our 
eventual blessing. Not only Joseph was going to be 
blessed through this affliction; the very brothers who 
sinfully brought it to pass were going to be blessed 
by it! How marvelous is God’s holding on to us in 
love even when we,have been fighting him! 


Teaching Points 


A dreamer, or (the meaning of the Hebrew) “mas- 
ter of dreams,” sees things that are hidden from or- 
dinary men. Joseph certainly did, as did many another 
Bible dreamer. 

The coming of the caravan of traders at that par- 
ticular time and place was no accident. Before the 
foundation of the world God had planned it; and he 
saw to is that the caravan started, from perhaps hun- 
dreds of miles away, at just the right ti. e. That is 
the sort of God who is in charge of our lives. Recall 
Bushnell’s sermon-title, “Every man’s life a plan of 
God.” 

Knocks College is a good institution to attend: 
Joseph matriculated and graduated there (Mr. Ridg- 
way, 1). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Were Joseph’s brothers justified, in view of his 
actions, in being so down on him? 

Ought Joseph to have kept his dreams to himself? 

May we believe that Joseph loved his brothers? 
_ Do men of the cruel inhumanity of the brothers 
live to-day? 

Was Judah (vs. 26, 27) prompted by love or by 
avarice? 


_ May we believe that Joseph counted his life safe, 
in view of his dreams? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Joseph Made Ruler of Egypt (Gen. 41 : 33-44). 


When a man who has been brought as low as 
Joseph was in suffering and affliction and tedious 
waiting is finally raised to a position of great author- 
ity, he is not likely to have the “big head.” Wholly 
apart from the supernatural work of God through this 
whole human life, it is evident that Joseph won by 
sheer merit. But we cannot say “wholly apart,” for 
Joseph’s “merit” came from God and through the 
grace of God. . 


Did Joseph have any thought of his own 
ment when he made his recommendation to 
(v. 33)? 

Shall we believe that a supernatural presence 
evident in the person and bearing of Joseph (1 

Was Pharaoh likely to be criticized 
did in exalting Joseph? 

PHILADELPHIA. 


appoint- 
Pharaoh 


was 
38) ? 


what he 























































































The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—At this point the story of Joseph 
commences, and with it the last section of Genesis, 
though the heading is “These are the generations of 

acob,” because Jacob was the head of the family. 

he household develops until at length it becomes a 
nation in Egypt, and as Joseph was the pioneer, the 
remainder of Genesis is suitably devoted almost 
wholly to its progress. The fulness of the narrative is 
important, because far more is told of Joseph than of 
any of the preceding patriarchs. Th:- is probably due 
to the fact that the record explains how the Hebrews 
developed from a family into a nation, and how those 
who originally came from the Euphrates Valley 
were found at length in Egypt. The transfer into 
Egypt led to the transformation of the family into 
the nation. 

Time.—Dr. Beecher thinks that this was about 
1736 B. C., Jacob being about 109 years old and 
Joseph 17. 

Books for Study.—“An American Commentary on 
the Old Testament” has a volume on Genesis, by 
Goodspeed and Welton (American Baptist Publica- 
tion Society, Philadelphia, ) ; a volume on Genesis 
in the “Pulpit Commentary,” by Whitelaw (Funk and 
WwW s Company, New k City, $2) ; “Studies in 
the Book of Genesis,” by Pratt (American Tract So- 
ciety, New York, 75 cents); the present writer’s 
“Devotional Commentary on esis,” in three vol- 
umes (Fleming H. Revell Company, New York, each 
volume $1); “Me es for the Morning Watch,” by 
C. G. Trumbull (The Sunday School Times, $1) ; 
“A Dictionary of the Bible,” in one volume, edited by 
John D. Davis (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 
$2.50). For all matters connected with places, see 
Index to Smith’s “Students’ Illustrated Historical 
Geography of the Holy Land” (The Sunday School 
Times, 75 cents). For Joseph, read “Joseph, the 
Prime Minister,” by Dr. M. Taylor (Harper and 
Brothers, New York, 50 cents); “Joseph,” by F. B. 
Meyer (Revell, 60 cents). Two other books not 
quite so easily obtained now are “The Life of 
Joseph,” by Kirk, and “Lectures on tie History of 
— by Lawson. For all matters connected with 

gypt, see “Joseph and the kand of Egypt,” by 
Sayce; and for important questions connected with 
Criticism, “Monument Facts and Higher Critical 
Fancies,” by Sayce. 


I, The Lesson’s Main Message 


The Home (vs. 1-4). Joseph was the older son of 
Rachel (30:24), and nothing is known of his life 
before this chapter. He was probably five or six 
when his father left Mesopotamia, and he was, 
therefore, the child of Jacob’s later life. His com- 
panions were his half-brothers, the grown-up sons of 
Bilhah and Zilpah, who were evidently unfit com- 
pantons for such a youth. The difference between 
these older brothers and Joseph was: emphasized by 
the fact that Joseph reported to his father what his 
brethren were doing, evidently something well known 
and notorious. There does not seem any warrant 
for regarding Joseph as merely a spy. But Israel had 
a special love for this child of Rachel, and perhaps 


unfortunately showed it in a very definite way (v. 3).° 


The coat of many pieces (not colors) was a mark of 
distinction and implied exemption from labor as the 
peculiar privilege of the heir of the clan. Instead of 
the ordinary coat for work, the tunic with sleeves 
indicated that the wearer was not required to do ordi- 
nary work. This led to jealousy and animosity, in- 
tensified by the evil life of the older men. (1) 

The Dreams (vs. 5-11). The hatred was increased 
through the dreams, which in. Eastern fashion were 
understood to have a definite meaning. Even the 
father was astonished that anything of the kind could 
possibly come true, though, like Mary afterwards 
(Luke 2:10, 51), Jacob could not help being im- 
pressed (v. 11). Some have thought Joseph was 
wrong at least in telling the second dream, but there 
does not seem to be any suggestion of vanity, though, 
as we know, the effect proved disastrous to him. 

The Journey (vs. 12-17). In their work as shep- 
herds the older sons went to Shechem, about sixty 
miles from Hebron, and Israel commanded Joseph to 
take a journey of inquiry. Joseph on arrival had to 
go several miles farther, to Dothan on the southern 
slope of Mount Gilboa. His obedience was prompt 
and thorough, a feature characteristic of his life. 

The Cruelty (vs. 18-28). The sight of Joseph 
stirred up the hatred of the brethren, who were pre- 
pared to go to the extent of murder and had their 
answer ready for their father. At this point Reuben 
interfered and urged them not to kill him, but to 
cast him into a pit, he himself intending to rescue 
him. The proposal was good, though it possessed 
features of weakness. Ther came another revela- 
tion of their hardness, and they did not trouble them- 
selves about the needs of a mere lad. While he was 
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in the pit, they ate their meal, and Thomas Fuller 
remarks quaintly, “with what heart could they say 

ace either before or after meat.” When they saw 
= the distance a com rf of ov ange on 

eir way to Egypt, Ju suggested avoiding the sin 
of murder and at the same time making a little finan- 
cial profit. He was their brother, and therefore ought 
not to be murdered, but evidently slavery did not 
matter. When the merchants came near, they were 
seen to be that sect.on of the Ishmaelites known as 
Midianites, and they bought Joseph as a slave for 
about twelve dollars. 


The Deception (vs. 29-36). Reuben was apparently 
away when this proposal was made and carried out, 
but on his return he seems to have characteristically 
accepted what the others had do. . On reaching 
home, the father recognized his son’s coat and came 
to the conclusion that Joseph had been devoured by 
a wild beast. Meanwhile, the chapter ends by telling 
us what happened to Joseph. 


IL. Additional Material for Teachers 

Genesis 37:.1-36. 

The whole story of the chapter as outlined above. 
In addition to what has already been said, it should 
be read as a testimony to the work of God’s Provi- 
dence, overruling evil and leading at length to the 
realization of his own purposes. also gives a fine 
illustration of personal character. Joseph’s life is 
one of the few in Scripture recorded without any 
flaw. It is also full of most striking coincidences 
with the life of Christ, and this is all the more re- 
markable because in the New Testament Joseph is 
not once given as a type of Christ. In looking at 
Joseph it is also worth while observing the aspect of 
faith represented in him. - Abel may be said to illus- 
trate redemption through faith; Enoch, the fellow- 
ship of faith; Noah, the testimony of faith; Abra- 
ham, the obedience of faith; Isaac, the patience of 
faith; Jacob, the discipline of faith; Joseph, the 
triumph of faith. (2) 


Ill. The Graded Topics 

Intermediate, Senior, and Adult’ Topic: Seeds and 
Fruits of Family Discord. (Additional Material: 
Gen. 13:8; Psa. 133:1; Prov. 6: 16-19; 1 Cor. 13; 
Col. 3:18 to 4:1). Home-life occupies a very promi- 
nent place in Scripture. Starting with the position 
and duty of husbands and wives come other aspects 
of parental duties, influences, examples, weaknesses, 
and sins, Then follow references to children. and 
their life, sometimes good, sometimes evil, together 
with illustrations of family joys, family sorrows, 
family troubles, family difficulties, and family re- 
ligion. Thus the story of family discords is very 
important. 1. The seeds. Taking this chapter, we 
see there was, first (1) partiality on the part of the 
father, and then, (2) jealousy on the part of the 
brethren. With twelve sons from feur mothers it 
is easy to understand this trouble. It is impossible 
to avoid remembering the trouble in Jacob’s own 
home in early days (chs. 25, 27). 2. The fruits. 
Seeds grow quickly and definitely, and the result is 
seen in (1) the quarrels, and (2) the persecution of 
the youth by the grown-up brothers. How may all 
this be avoided? In three ways: by the use of 
divine light (truth); by the expression of definite 
love; by the exercise of deliberate loyalty. Some 
one has said that every family should possess in it 
the two “bears”: “bear” and “forbear.” This gives 
point to Paul’s appeal to parents to rule well their 
own house (1 Tim. 3: 4), and to all at home to “show 
piety” (1 Tim. 5: 4). ’ 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


1. The Sin. The root of all the trouble recorded 
here is envy (Acts 7:9), a sin particularly character- 
istic of human nature at all times (Psa. 37:1; 73: 
3). The Pharisees were guilty of this particular evil 
against Christ (Matt. 27:18) and Christians are 
warned against it (Rom. 13:13). We envy persons 
and we covet things, and practically everything in 
life, as also here, springs from envy. It was so with 
the brethren in their anger, malice, craft, conspiracy, 
and cruelty. Envy may almost be said to be the root 
of every sin committed against others (Rom. 1: 29; 
Gal. 5:21; 1 Tim. 6:4; James 3:16; Prov. 14: 30; 
IT ov. 27: 4). 

2. The Safeguard. The only way to expel envy or 
prevent its entrance is to have the soul filled with 
divine love, for then there is room for nothing un- 
worthy (1 Cor. 13:4). The Psalm is not content 
with saying, “Neither be thou envious,” but goes on 
to show how this sin may be’ met in the positive four- 
fold counsel (Psa. 37: 3-7). We are not only to “lay 
aside envies,” but to “receive” God’s Word (1 Pet. 
2:1), and then we shall be protected at all points 
because of the love of God shed abroad in our hearts. 


V. Leading Questions 

Why is the story of Joseph so fully told in com- 
parison with those of the preceding patriarchs? 

Discuss the character of Joseph in- regard to the 
telling of his dreams? 

What were the two sins in the first proposal of the 
brethren? (v. 20.) 
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_ Who were the Ishmaelites and who were the Mid- 
ianites? 

What is suggested about the future I'fe by Jacob’s 
words in verse 35? 

What striking coincidences with the life of Christ 
are found in the story of Joseph in this chapter? 

Wycuirre Cotiece, Toronto. 


e 
The Prophecy in This Lesson 


By. Howard A. Banks 
As the beloved and veteran Bible teacher Dr. C. I. 
cause of Flirattations of tele a ee Pon an 
ons ° 

School Times will = 
Soloes stacr ofwie pasenatianel — alae’ the 
w ence in co see 
truth of the Lord’s return is given on page 640 in this issue. 


Pes hated and rejected by his brethren, cast 


; 


into the place of death and drawn from the pit, 

goes to the Gentile In this striking type is fore- 
shadowed the rejection, crucifixion, resurrection, and 
ascension of our Lord, for the latter includes the in- 
gathering of the church, his Gentile bride. 

“They conspired against him to slay him” (v. 18). 
The brethren of the greater Joseph did that very 
thing. “Then were gathered together the chief priests, 
and the elders of the people, unto the court of the 
high priest . and took counsel together that 
they might take Jesus by subtlety and kill him” (Matt. 


> 3, 4)- 

Joseph and Jesus were both deliberatel? betrayed; 
the former by Judah, the latter. by Judas. 

+ Both were in “anguish of soul? (Gen. 42: 21; Luke 
23:34) over separation from their Father. . 

The brethren of both were brutally indifferent to 
their kinsman in these hours of suffering. Jacob’s 
callous sons “sat down to eat bread”. (v. 25), deaf 
to the wails that came from the old well hard by; of 
the executioners of Jesus it is said, “they sat and 
watched him there” (Matt. 27: 36). 

PHILADELPHIA. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Seers and Doers.—Behold, this dreamer. cometh 
(v. 19). Doers are always dreamers. Every great 
accomplishment was first dreamed in the soul of a 
man. And the Joseph who dreamed often got “in a 
hole”! Columbus dreamed of things beyond the set- 
ting sun. And here we are. Cromwell dreamed of 
an England sitting at the gates. And there she is. 
Fulton dreamed of boats that would go without. wind. 
Stephenson dreamed of coaches that would go with- 
out horses. Ford. dreamed of a day when out-of- 
doors in God’s country could be every sober man’s 
blessing. And Edison is the greatest dreamér of us 
all. What is your dream? Alas for you if you do 
not have one. You will never be a ruler in Egypt. 
Every normal child is a dreamer. Many get all the 
poetry spanked out of them. Walter Scott used to 
gather the other kids at recess and tell them wonder- 
ful stories. Had some fool teacher “licked him for 
lyin’,” do you think we would have had Marmion and 
Waverly? Many a budding poet has been nipped by 
the paddle. Never make the mistake of discouraging 
the fellow who has pictures upon the retina of his 
soul. “Our Billy is always a seein’ things,” com- 
plained Mrs. Kelley. Praise the Lord for Billy, Mrs. 
Kelley, he’s going to be a poER some day. Just guide 
his budding life into the Kingdom and he may blos- 
som into a Billy Penn to work out some “holy experi- 
ment,” a Billy Sunday to sound a great evangel, or 
a Billy Busyman to write Sunday-school lessons! 
(Prov. 29: 18.) 

Our Mistakes.—They took him, and cast him into 
the pit (v. 24). Hate when it is finished bringeth 
forth—a hole in the ground! “Blood is thicker than 
water.” Is it? Well; envy is the best “turpentine” 
for thinning brotherly blood that the devil has yet 
been able to distil (v. 11). If you would know how 
the “dreamer” felt, find Genesis 42: 21. God will use 
this bad break in the Jacob family for the salvation 
of the Jacob family. I have on my desk an address 
made in 1879 by Governor Seymour, of New York, 
to the inmates of Auburn Prison. The old statesman 
shows that he could not afford to have missed a single 
wrong step because of the profit that/¢ame from its 
regret. The strengthening of the breaking points 
had perfected the running machine of his life. When 
he broke a standard spring, the Master Workman in 
whose hands he was put in a vanadium spring. When 
he blew out a standard tire he got a Goldtown Cord 
tire. No, the Governor did not say it in just this way 
in ’79. I am simply interpreting for you. What do 
you think of the idea? Here is the great point: We 
have such a loving God up there he takes wicked 
brothers, murderous Sauls, lying Peters—and you— 
and me, and overrules all of Satan’s strategy for the 
advancement of his own kingdom. Did stoning 
Stephen make Paul? Did fireside lying make Peter? 
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' syou are bumping along 


LESSON FOR DEC. I (Gen. 37 : 18-28) 


thieving make ‘y McAuley? 
? Did— 
make you? Now, don't all talk at once 
(Prov. 16: 33; Phil. 1:12). 

Mind Your P’s!—Let us sell him (v. 
27). Ever since man made money man 
has been after money. Everything on 
God’s earth for sale, even the man him- 
self. If you get into the clutches of 
the law you can even buy the tears of 
a lawyer to be shed before a jury. 
Only one thing in the universe that has 
never been on the counter. 

-“'Tis heaven alone that is given away; 
. Tis only God may be had for the asking.” 


So let’s cash in the dreamer. A brother 
into og and gold into pocket. 
Anything like that nowadays? White 
slavery. This sold sheaf under Egypt's 
feet could never become the proud sheaf 
over Israel’s head. The sold girl under 
feet of men can never become the 
ueenly woman over heads of men. 
Tost. a lord in t, and many a 
woman whose past the blood of Jesus 
has blotted out, are the exhibits in the 
case. That is the kind of a God he is 
(Psa. 103: 3-5). Men may pit you and 
men may sell you, for you must be edu- 
cated oftentimes in Knocks College. 
When Heaven is ordering your career, 
on your way to 
the second chariot. ‘You have to be used’ 
to bumps to ride in kings’ chariots. 
Chariots do not have vanadium springs. 
Shock absorbers have to be inside yoy. 
Joseph had in his Abrahamic <aith in 
God, in his Isaacian patience, in his 
Jacobean business ability, the three big- 
est P’s in the world’s longest ‘pod, 
Piety, Placidity, and Pep. You can’t 
beat them in the long run! (Rom. 12: 
10-12; 2 Sam. 22: 36, 37.) (1) 


A Bargain Sale!—TJhey ... sold 
Joseph ... for twenty pieces of silver, 
(v. 28). Read Acts 7:9 and note there 
was a time when these highly-honored 
atriarchs sold out mighty cheap. 
Joseph brought about twelve dollars. 

rice of a suit of clothes. About a dol- 
lar and fifty cents to each, the price ofa 
dinner when you want to “blow your- 
self” a little. Do you sell out every 
little while or so at the lunch wagon 
price of two dimes and a jitney? There 
are dead loads of well-born fellows. who 
are mighty “cheap skates.” I know 
some who have sold a splendid future 
for the tickling of the taster or the 
tingling of a nerve. They have made 
themselves so cheap they are in the 
junk pile or “boneyard.” There was 
just one thing that kept these “cheap 
Jakes” from going under. The strong 
family line. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
Father, grandfather, and great-grand- 
father all tied up to God is a triplex 
strand that will pull any family wreck 
out of the ditch (Prov. 11:21; Acts 
2:39). The slave-buyers carried Joseph 
right past his own front door, so to 
speak. Of course it was hard, but 
Joseph was on his way to save the 
world. Every teacher should get Ed- 
ward Everett Hale’s “Our Christmas in 
a Palace” and read Paul Decker’s story, 
“Hands Off.” Dr. Hale pictures what 
might have happened had Joseph es- 
caped from the Midianites and never 
got to Egypt. The salvation of the 
world (in the story) turns upon the 
barking ofa yellow dog. It is Dr. 
Hale’s masterpiece—and the most care- 
less scholar will listen as you give “the 


_ bones” of the story. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
deliver us, we pray thee, from the spirit of 
jealousy. May we look at others with thine 
eyes of loving appreciation. Defend us from 
the hatred that so often would rise within 
us to warp and spoil our fairness toward 
others. Teach us, we pray thee, the joy of 
helping others toward service and honor, 
and may we let no desire for preferment 
spoil the simple faithfulness of our common 
service. In thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—One evening a 
man was at supper with a family where 
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he was a stranger. He was quite taken: 
with a bright little piv of the 


family, a boy about six years old. That 
youngster -was ready with an answer 
for almost everything. But you could 
have knocked the stranger down with 
a feather, when toward the close of the 
meal the small boy looked up porary 
and inquired, ‘Say! Don’t you think 

am a pretty smart little yr” The 
father of the family seemed quite 
leased. He evidently eed with the 
es But the other,—well, perhaps they 


were used to. it. ow suppose that 


course you cannot justify the pit for 
Joseph, and the sale of him to the Ish- 
maelites. But did Joseph do all he 
could to keep peace in the family? Do 
we, when we try to impress brothers 
and sisters with our superior selves? 
Some big dream we have about our- 
selves might just as well be kept to our- 
selves. _Let’s boost others in the family, 
and take our favors modestly. Will 
~ try that this very week in your 
ome 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“ Angel voices ever singing.” 

“Be not dismayed whate’er betide.” 
“ Jesus, Saviour, pilot me.” 

“ Cast thy burden on the Lord.” 

“ When love shines in.” 

“O day of rest and gladness.” 

“ My faith looks up to Thee.” 

“Sun of my soul.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
trical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 


Psalm 27 : 7-14 (57 : 1-3). 
Psahm 31 : 14-24 (67 : 1-3). 
Psalm 20: 1-9 (39: 1-3). 
Psalm 10: 1-18 (21 : 1-3). 
Psalm 4: 1-8 (5: 1-3). 





The Hlustration Round-Table 


TRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the les If later 

they mer not be considered at all. o not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, an 
two dollars for thé best one each week. 


verses than the 
stand better a 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


The Canker of Envy.—“They con- 
spired against him (v. 18). A few 
years ago the whole of the roofing of 
the Church of St. Paul in Rome had to 
be taken out at enormous expense be- 
cause of the dry-rot. Scientific men, by 
microscope and chemical methods, in- 
vestigated the causes of.this premature 
decay, and after patient search they 
discovered that a small fungus had 
found its way into the heart of the 
wood, and had silently and mysteri- 
ously deteriorated the tissue, thus de- 
stroying the strength and glory of the 
structure. So the envy of Joseph’s 
brothers them to conspire inst 





School Chronicle. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Leicester, England. 


How the Thorn Found 
They stripped Joseph of his coat (v. 
23). “Tell me,” said the willow to 
the thorn, “why art thou so covetous of 
the clothes of those who pass by? Of 
what use can they be to thee?” “None 
whatever,”...replied the envious thorn; 
“I have no desire to take them; I only 
want to tear them.” How many thorns 
there .are in the living world!—From 
Wellspring. Sent by Mary E. Watson, 
Hartford, Conn. 


An African Joseph.—They . . . 
sold Joseph (v. 28). In Central Africa, 
over eighty years ago, a Negro was cap- 
tured and sold into slavery. His master 
thought so little of him that he was 
offered in exchange for a horse. No 
one wanted him, and he was sent on 


board a Portuguese slave-ship, chained. 


and crowded together with hundreds of 
other slaves. The vessel was captured 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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by a British man-of-war, and the blgck 
boy was free. He came under the in- 
fluence of a Christian man, who led him 
to Christ and educated him. The slave 
boy became Samuel Crowther, the first 
Negro Bishop of Nigeria, honored by 
Christians the world over, and the 
means of bringing multitudes of his 
fellow-men into the kingdom of God. 
oseph’s brethren, when they sold him, 
ittle thought of the great man he would 
afterwards become.—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Leicester, 
England. 


God’s Way Up.—And sold Joseph to 
the Ishmaelites (v. 28). A well-known 
minister wished to ascend a tower that 
commanded a fine view of the surround- 
ing country. “Comme this way, sir,” said 


‘the guide, leading him to some steps 


which looked as though they led down 
into a vault. “But I want to ascend, 
not descend!” “This is the way up, 
sir.” A few steps down led to many 
steps up. He reached the top; and a 
fine panoramic canoe lay before 
him. So his Guide led Joseph down 
that He might lead him up to those 
heights of vision and power prepared 
for those who honor Him.—From The 
Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. 
H,. Watts, Streatham Hill, London, Eng. 
The prise for this week is awarded to 
this illustration. 


. When the Native Struck the — 
Hatred --stirreth .up. strifes;. but love 
covereth . all transgressions _ (Golden 
Text). I remember reading, in the 
stirring annals of the Melanesian Mis- 
sion, of a native boy whom Bishop John 
Selwyn had in training at Norfolk 
Island. He-had been brought from one 
of the most barbarous of the South Sea 
peoples, and did not promise particularly 
well. One day Bishop Selwyn had oc- 
casion to rebuke him for his stubborn 
and refractory behavior. The boy in- 
stantly flew into a passion, and struck 
the bishop a cruel blow in the face. It 
was an unheard-of incident, and all who 
saw it stood aghast. The bishop said 
nothing, but turned and walked quietly 
away. The conduct of the lad continued 
to be most recalcitrant, and he was at 
last returned to his own island as in- 
corrigible. There he soon relapsed into 
all the debasements of a savage and 
cannibal people. Many years afterwards 
a missionary on that island was sum- 
moned post-haste to visit a sick man. 
It proved to be Dr. Selwyn’s old stu- 
dent. He was dying, and desired Chris- 
tian baptism. The missionary asked him 
by what name he would like to be 
known. “Call me John Selwyn,” the 
dying man replied, “because he taught 
me what Christ was like that day when 
I struck him.”—F. W. Boreham. From 
the Christian Advocate. Sent by W.J, 
Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


Blood in Science and Salvation.— 
Covereth all transgressions (Golden 
Text). It is known in chemistry that 
scarlet and crimson ‘colors are ineradic- 
able. They never wear out or fade 
away; but, with Christ’s blood, “though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool.” In 
science, blood is a bleacher ; in medicine, 
by the transfusion of blood, a dying 
person recovers his life, for there is life 
in the blood. Therefore, it is not 
strange that, in the higher realm, the 
sinsick soul partakes m4 the divine na- 
ture through the blood of Jesus, so that 
he exclaims, “I live, yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me.”—From a sermon in the 
Brooklyn Eagle. Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D. D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


Do you want the school to know some 
of the most memorable Bible texts; the 
outstanding Bible events; and many 
other things in and about the Bible that 
a Sunday-school should know? Try 
drilling the school for three to five min- 
utes each Sunday on Smith’s Supple- 
mental Bible Question~ Course. It's 
wonderfully interesting and stimulating. 
It may be had from The Sunday School 
Times Company for 50 cents. 
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f Department Helps | 


The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc. — People reap 
what they plant. ge 

As no previous lesson has mentioned 
Jacob’s big family of boys, it is neces- 
sary to introduce them before telling 
to-day’s special story. Incidents from 
chapter 35 should be mentioned, and all 
of chapter 37 should be included. It 
spoils such a Bible story to change its 
wording. ' Study the events in order, 
then tell, rather than read, them, as 
nearly as possible in Bible language 
(37: §-35)- 

Introduction—Thanksgiving Day the 
past week was set apart to thank God 
for his many good gifts. Show a few 
grains, fruits, or vegetables, and let the 
children tell on what they grew. When 
a farmer plants corn, what does he ex- 
pect to gather? There never were so 
many “war gardens” as during last 
summer. In every one people pjanted 
what they expected to reap. That is 
true of flowers and trees. It is also 
true about actions—the things which 
people do. 

Review and Intervening Events.— 
When Rebekah helped Jacob to plan to 
deceive his father, Isaac, and to tell a 
lie that he might get the blessing in- 
stead of his twin brother, Esau, they 
did pot think that nearly forty years 
later Jacob’s so s would lie to him, and 
deceive him about their brother Joseph. 
To-day’s story shows that the deception 
which Jacob planted he reaped after 
many years. 

Jacob got the biessing, but he had to 
leave home for twenty years. During 
this time he was married and eleven 
sons were born. When Jacob left his 
Uncle Laban’s to return to his home- 
land, with his big family, flocks, and 
herds, Joseph was the baby boy, ., Dur- 
ing the journey Jacob and Esau met 
and became friends. 

When Jacob was a boy he was 
Rebakah’s favorite, and Esau was the 
favorite of his father, Isaac. Jacob 
must have remembered the trouble that 
this caused, but he made the same mis- 
take. Jacob was very fond of Joseph 
and Benjamin, perhaps because their 
own mother had died; bt of all his 
twelve sons, Joseph was his favorite. 
The older brothers knew this because 
when Joseph was sevent n his father 
made him a special coat of many colors. 
The older brothers disliked Joseph be- 
cause their father was partial to him. 

For another reason they disliked him 
even more. J seph dreamed strange 
dreams about sheaves of grain; also 
the sun, moon, and stars. When Jo- 
seph told these to his brothers, they 
hated him for it*and nicknamed him 
the “Dreamer” (37: 5-11). 

Jacob remembered the wonderful 
dream that he had at Bethel, about the 
ladder which reached to heaven, and the 
stone which he set up to mark the place 
where he slept that night,—the place 
where God made a promise to him and 
he made a pron ise to G d (35:9-15). 

Lesson Story—Jacob had grown so 
rich in flocks and herds that it kept all 
of his older sons busy, and many ser- 
vants, too, looking after them. They 
moved from place to place to find fresh 
ar grog and pure water. Somébody 

ad to look after the flocks near home. 
Perhaps because Joseph was different 
and younger, his father kept him at 
home. 

After a while Jacob called Joseph to 
carey presents and to go to find his 
brothers with their flocks, to see how 
they were getting along, and to bring 
back word. Continue the story in Bible 
words (vs. 15-36), noting these inci- 
dents: the kind stranger ‘n the field at 
Shechem (he had the kind spirit of a 
good scout) ; the quickly made plet (vs. 
18-20) ; Reuben’s plan (vs. 21, 22); the 
pit, the caravan, Judah’s plan, and the 
quickly made trade (vs. 23-28); Reu- 
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ben’s dismay (vs. 29, 30); the’ deceit 
about loans coat (vs. 31, 32); the lie: 
to Jacob, and his grief (vs. 33-35); and 
sition of Joseph in (v. 


the dis 
36). rom beginning to end it is a 
thrilling story. 

After the Story —As a reproduction, 
the children may help to portray the 
incidents on the sand-board. In a large 
department boys could be chosen to r 
resent the characters and portray the 
story in person, while the girls could 
watch them. The children will be in- 
terested in a Pacts to indicate 
Jacob’s home, the field at Shechem, the 
pastures at Dothan, and Egypt. Boys 
who are not individual characters could 
belong to the caravan of Ishmaelites. 
Such a story, given informally, might 
be part of a program for a weekday 
gathering, when parents are invited. 

If the memory verse, “Let us love one 
another,” is preferred, use with it the 
refrain (found in “Melodies,” Leyda 
Publishing Company, Wapello, Iowa, 28 
cents) : 

“Love one another, thus saith the Saviour; 
sige obey the Father’s blest com- 
Mand; 
Love one another, thus saith the Saviour; 
Children, obey His blest command.” 
Peoria, It. 
. 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week - 
1. The story of a favorite son, Chap- 
ter 1. 
2. The early history of his. family. 











3. God’s standards for. family-life. 





. ss us try to approach this time- 
honored story as if it were entirely 
new to us and to our girls, and: so 
taste the genuine story-interest in 
which it abounds, a delight realized in 
telling it for the very first time to a 
group of young listeners. . Invite the 
nest story-teller you know to come to 
your class and tell this first chapter in 
the romantic life of the slave-boy who 
became the chief ruler in the most 
powerful nation of his time; tell it as 
viyidly as possible, and without the use 
of names until its close—as a little sur- 
prise to your girls. The novelty of the 
new face and voice willsarouse attention 
to what they probably think they already 
fully know. 

Ask the visiting teacher to confine the 
story strictly to Genesis 37, making no 
allusions to the preceding story of 
Jacob’s family, nor continuing with the 
next chapters in Joseph’s life. Try in 
this way to focus all attention on this 
particular incident, with its three in- 
tense scenes: (1) Joseph sent on his 
father’s errand (vs. 12-17); (2) Joseph 
at the mercy of his. jealous brothers 
(vs. 18-28); (3) Jacob at the mercy of 
his deceiving sons (vs. 29-35). 

Unless you feel it unwise, ask this 
visitor to lead the discussion: of the 
story also, seeking expression of the 
impressions given in its telling. They 
will surely have noted the real courage 
Joseph showed in his ready obedience 
to his father’s bidding, when he went off 
alone to find his big brothers, whom he 
knew to be so jealous of him and rough 
in their attitude towards him. Cun- 
ning cruelty and cowardice ruled the 
day when this “child” fell into the 
hands of these ten hardy shepherds. 
Even Reuben’s attempt to shield his lit- 
tle brother from the worst was so 
cowardly that it failed, and Judah added 
greed to the ugly scene when he sought 
profit in cold cash out of their riddance 
of this hated member of the family. 

But they crowned their cruelty and 
cowardice with deliberate deceit in their 
interview with their father, when they 
“rose up to comfort him” for a grief 
they were themselves inflicting on the 
old man! One word of truth then 
would have dispelled half his sorrow, 
but they rather gioated--silentily 
enough !—that he fell so readily into the 
trap they had laid for his imagination. 
Surely g, B= was receiving from hi 
own sons that which he had brought 


upon his.own father’s old age; in good 


Fond’ part of our lesson to-day. 

"2. How often have you found your- 
self growing interested in an individual, 
or a family group, and yet puzzled by 
certain elements for which you could 
not account by their present circum- 
stances! The trouble with us often 
starts with our grandfather, as it did 
in this case. The first factor in: this 
family discord was rooted way back in 
the days of the boyhood of those twin 
brothers whom God gave to Isaac and 
Rebekah, when that fond. father. and 
mother allowed themselves to show fa- 
voritism between their two sons. And 
this dangerous example was followed 
in the next generation by one of those 
boys, Jacob, when he selected a favor- 
ite son upon whom to shower his loving 
attentions. (1) 

There is no record that Jacob ever 
knew that his sons deceived him that 
day about that bloody coat; he may al- 
ways have thought that they believed 
oes to have been killed by some wild 

ast ‘at that time; but if Joseph ever 
talked freely with his father about 
those bitter early days, revealing his 
brothers’ treachery toward both himself 
and their father, how keen must have 
been the sting of Jacob’s memories— 
memories of taking advantage of a 
brother’s hunger and an old father’s 
blindness ! 

“When God forgives he forgets,” but 
even after he has washed away our 





| row to those we love! 


| self alone. 
| Joseph from every trouble, yet it was 


guilt, how sharp is the realization of 
how our sin has brought harm and sor- 
No man lives 
to himself, nor does any man sin to him- 
Jacob would shield his dear 


Jacob himself who planted the seed that 
proriees the great tragedy of Joseph’s 
ife, long years before Joseph came into 
his life. If it is never too late to mend, 
surely it is always too early to injure— 
a lesson for our youngest girls to heed. 

3. Close this lesson with reading 
Proverbs 6:16-19 and Colossians 3: 
18 to 4:1, setting forth so clearly God’s 
standards for clean and peaceful fam- 
ily life. Our girls are not only mem- 
ters of family groups now, but will one 
day be moulders of such life. Plant to- 
day the seed that shall by and by flower 
into that love which thinks first of 
others and the consequences of our do- 
ings upon them, rather than the tem- 
porary satisfaction of self. Help them 
to feel that. their deeds in girlhood will 
determine ,in large measure not only 
their wifehood and motherhood, but 
the actual happiness of those yet-to-be 
dear children of theirs. 


Home Study © 
If First Corinthians has been. well 
learned by your girls, assign Psalm 4 


or Psalm 133 for memorizing this 
week. $ 


Atianta, Ga. 
4 
Pucker’s ‘“‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William 0. Rogers ~ 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A touchy situation in 
Jacob’s family. 

Discussion: How “can mixed families 
get along peaceably? What mistakes 
did Joseph make? How did his broth- 
ers get even with him? Ought we ever 
to pay back an injury? How did they 
fool Jacob? 

Main points: Christian faith and for- 
bearance keep home happy; vengeance 
belongs to God; the folly of fooling our 
friends. 





the way for the disewssion of the ee 








OU remember how Jacob fooled his 
old father with the goat-skin and 


old his sons gave him about the same 
treatment. 
lot of them were only half brothers to 
a lot more of them, Jacob having sev- 
eral wives, you remember, as they used 
to have in those days. That quadruple 





wife business was enough te break up 
the “happy home” spirit most anywhere. 


the- goat-meat stew. Well, when he got]. 
He had twelve boys, and aj’ 





Add to that the fact that there wasjong 
worite- wife, - Rachel, and_ that ., 

had one son,- Joseph, over whom, 

father was fairly “dotty,” and you 

see that Jacob had troubles of. his o 
Teacher says we ought to be thankful 

we live in a time when a man can 

pr one wife, and if there is a f 

with a step-mother, or half-sisters 

brothers, then every one ought to, 

extra careful to be kind, unselfish, ; 

loving. He says every home ne 

Christ, but a home with a mixed;yp 

family needs him most of all, and lo! 

of common sense and carefuiness, too, ~ 
That’s where Joseph made his mista 

He may have been a Christian, and 

that, but he sure was one spoiled 4 

had everything he wanted and .ho 

he owned the whole ranch. He 

tattling on his brothers, perhaps, 

ing around before them in 








Author of ; 
“The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” if 
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‘ . his father bought him, .and 
s, about his —- ay how 
t was going . 
‘St isn’t an » Foe Fo his brothers 
: him. We were talking about the 
m at breakfast Sunday morning 
mother declared the only kind of 
stian that counted with her was the 


re easy to get along with. She says 
ee, Christian does more harm than 
# whole raft of pleasant, friendly sin- 
_ Wers. I told teacher what mother said, 
: he thinks so, too. : ba 
e —* brothers caught him out in 
field one day and got even with him. 
first they were going to kill him. 
there wasn’t any money if that, so 
hey finally sold him to a band of 
Pypsy slave-dealers for about twelve 
lars. There is that old question of 
ting even, and paying a fellow back 
the way he treats you. Bulldog 
ones declared that Joseph got just 
bout what was coming to him. ut 
eacher- showed how 
‘blackened the’ consciences of the cruel 
rothers. Long afterward, when they 
ere in trouble themselves,’ they re- 
embered and were sorry. Teacher 
inks we don’t ever need to try to help 
e Lord’s business of punishing those 
who do wrong. Let the law and Provi- 
dence handle them, rather than private 
vengeance. 
-Now the brothers had to fix up some 
story that their father would swallow, 
account for Joseph’s failing to come 
home. So they killed a young goat 
and smeared Joseph’s coat with the 
blood, after they had torn it full of 
holes. Then they carried it home to 
Jacob, and told him they had found it in 
the field. Of course he immediately 


believed that a bear or something had | 
it. just about | 
That was | 


eaten —— up, and 
broke his poor old heart. 
chickens come home to roost again, but 
how those- fellows had the. nerve to 
stand there and try to comfort that old 
man, when they had brought all that 
sorrow on him themselves, is more than 
I can see. 

Besides, teacher says a fellow who 
fodls bis father is cutting himself off 
drom the help of one of his best 
friends, and is almost as big a fool.as 
the boy who tries 'to fool God. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Genesis 41: 33-44. 


Where was Josph finally sold? 

What further misfortune came to 
Joseph? 

How long was Joseph in prison? 

How was Joseph finally released? 

What office was given to Joseph? 

What policy did Joseph carry out? 

Terre Haute, In. 


ead 


My “ Second-Conversion ” 
(Continued from purge 640) 


full of the subject. It seemed wonder- 
ful to me, and ina delighted silence. I 
drank it all in. 

As we prayed together I definitely 
accepted this truth. It revolutionized 
my life. It made the Bible a new book. 
The new truth was a golden key to un- 
lock every door that I had hitherto 
found closed in the Scriptures. It was 
like a second conversion, for back in 
the .Presbyterian Manse where I was 
reared I never knew just the hour of 
my being born again the first time, 
although I joined the church as a boy 
ainder Dr. A. C. Dixon’s preaching. 

This experience was supernaturally 
wonderful. The flowers . bloomed 
brighter and the birds sang sweeter; 
and I wanted to tell everybody about 
my. mew faith. I did tell my brilliant 
chief, the editor of the Charlotte Ob- 
server. He bore with me in patient 
silence the first time, but the second 
time he warned me that if I clung to 
such vagaries, I would end my days in 
an insane asylum. ; 

The ‘truth gave me a new interest in 
missions, and, together with the deeply 
Spiritiial Y. M.-C. A. Secretary at. Char- 
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lotte, Gilbert C. Huntington, now Inter- 
State Secretary for the Carolinas, we 


| secured a. week’s Conference, interde- 


nominational, led by Dr. and Mrs. 
Howard Taylor, of the China Inland 
Mission, which profoundly stirred the 
churches. The Lord’s Coming “cut the 
nerve of the mission enterprise”? I 
never really heard the Great Commis- 
sion until my “second conversion.” 

The next time that I went home to 
Asheville I looked over my father’s 
library. He had died when I was about 
ten years of age. I found such books 
as Brookes’ “Maranatha,” and Inglis’ 
“Waymarks in the Wilderness.” ec- 
ond Coming books were quite thick 
upon the shelves, and then, as I turned 
to my father’s old barrel of sermons, I 
found three that rang as clear as a bell 
on what the Lord’s Coming meant to the 
church and the world. 

It was that truth that swung me from 
the path of an ambitious journalist into 
one in which I could helpfully use what- 
ever gift God had given me in speaking 
“a word to bring the King back.” 


PHILADELPHIA. 


On page 644 will be found Mr. Banks’ interpre- 

tation of “‘ The Prophecy in This Lesson,”’ the 

first of his every-week series showing the 

prophecy or type meaning of each of the In- 
ternational Improved Uniform 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





N SOME respects the most pressing 

need of the hour is a spiritual re- 
vival; a revival which shall have upon 
it the hall-mark of God; a revival which 
shall touch human life in all its phases. 
Spiritual life everywhere is registering 
low, and in some quarters it would ap- 
pear as though it had died altogether. 
There is nothing remaining ‘ but, the 
pone ashes of the one-time glowing 

re. 

There is need for, a revival of per- 
sonal holiness. As we look around upon 
the professing Christians of to-day we 
are inclined to ask, “Is holiness a lost 
art?” <A» Christianity after Christ's 
order is holy. Individual and family 
consecration stand in need of a quick- 
ening. The rush of our modern life 
tells greatly against our devotional life, 
and if we are not careful, it will be 
squeezed to death. The haste, unrest, 
and stifling anxiety of these latter days 
have invaded the sacred precincts of our 
homes, and social engagements, busi- 
ness appointmeitts, and the like are tak- 
ing precedence over family piety. Let 
us call our souls toa halt amid all the 
stupefying whirl of to-day, that the 
smouldering fires of prayer, devotion, 
service, and consecration may be stirred. 
We need hearts to be touched anew until 
the fire burns and glows with holy ardor. 
A revival ‘begins at the center, in the 
soul of the individual and moves on in 
triumphant energy as this man and that 
catch the fresh revelation of Christ in 
his heart. ° 


November 25 to December 1 
Mon.—Gen, 37: 18-28. 
Joseph Sold by His Brothers. 

When love is turned to hatred it can 
be cruel as the grave. Joseph’s treat- 
ment by his brothers is a faint picture 
of that meted out to Jesus by his own. 
For thirty pieces of silver he was sold, 
and some barter him away to-day for 
less. At what value do we appraise 
him? 

PRAYER SucGcestions: Pray for the 
ability to commit to memory the great 
texts of the Bible; for grace to trans- 
late into life the teaching of the Word 
of God, and for the radiating forth of 
such a Christ-filled influence that many 
may see it-and turn to the Lord. 
Tues.—Gen. 37 : 1-8. 

Joseph Hated by His Brothers. 

The undisguised preference of his 
father, together with a tendency to re- 
port evil deeds (v. 2), may have con- 
tributed towards this hatred. ‘Not. to 
speak peaceably (v. 4), is, literally, they 
could not bid him good-day, or: greet 


Gift Mission. 





}him in .ordinary terms of good will. 


The devil alienates the best. 

Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for the 
fine work being done by: the Scripture 
t exists forthe free dis- 
tribution of the Gospels throughout the 
world, particularly among the sol- 


‘diers and sailors of the nations at war; 


that the. Lord would lay this mission 
upon the hearts of his stewards for sup- 
port. 
Wed.—Gen. 37 : 9-17. 

Joseph Visits His Brothers in the Field. 

God has often disclosed the future in 
visions. In Joseph’s history the dreams 
were always double. “He dreamed yet 
another dream,” and®* in. telling his 
dreams “he excited the jealousy of. his 
brethren. As a type of Christ Joseph 
was beloved of the father, and sent 
forth with a message of mercy to his 
brethren. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
youth of our land; the military spirit is 
everywhere and will be until the war is 
over; and our boys, just blossoming 
into manhood, have peculiar temptations 
to face. Let us be urgent and constant 


| in prayer for their moral and spiritual 


well-being. 
Thurs.—Col. 3: 18 to 4:1. Avoiding Strife. 


The standard of life and service is 
“as to the Lord”; thus will every de- 
partment of human life be refreshed 
and blessed. Within the sacred pre- 
cincts of home no root of bitterness 
should be allowed to spring up, and 
fathers, mothers, children, and servants 
can, by divine.grace, live in peace. 

Prayer: Succestions: Everywhere 
the call is for an increase of the heralds 
of the Cross. How the distant parts of 
the earth make their appeal to us. 
Above the roay of the world’s conflict 
we hear the. incessant crfs of the 
heathen,.:“Come over and help us.” 
“Pray: for. us.” 

Fri.—Péalm-. 105 : 1+22. q 
God’s Providence With Joseph. 


It is'gdod to rehearse God’s dealings: 


with his own. How little did Joseph’s 


* 647 


{ The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 


By Robert E. Speer 








December 8. Begin Now. 2 Cor. 6: 1-10. 
December 15. The Power of the Cross in the 
Philippines. Psa. 72: 1-19. 
December 22. “Peace on Earth.” Luke 2: 

8-14. (Christmas meeting.) 
December 29. “Happy New Year.” Rules for 
It. Phil. 3: 12-16. 


Sunday, December 1 


All for Christ. 6. Our Pleasures 
(1 Cor. 10: 23, 24; 31-33; 11: 1) 
Consecration Meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Christ invited (John 2: 1-11). 
Tues.—Social life (Luke 5 : 27-32). 
Wed.—Dancing to death (Exod. 32: 

1-6, 28). 
Thurs.—Idle pleasures (Amos 6: 1-6). 
Fri.—Rest-time (Mark 7 : 30-32). 
Sat.—Joys of song (Rev. 5: 7-14). 











How can we Christianize our pleasures? 

How can we. test our pleasures by taking 
Christ into them? 

Why is the Christ life the life of true 
pleasure? 


HAT which cannot be shared with 

Christ cannot be enjoyed alone. No 
Christian life is a life undivided from 
Christ. We cannot take him with us 
into some pleasures and activities, and 
leave hi behind when we go into 
others. He will go with us everywhere 
if we once invite him to go with us 
anywhere. This is a good way to test 
pleasures, books, occupations, moods, or 
companionships. Can I share them 
with Christ, or would his presence be a 
shaming and unhappy thing? 

we 





He 


Christ spoils no pure pleasure. 


| does spoil impurity and selfishness and 
| unworthiness. 


But any honorable game 


brethren ‘apprehend that Joseph was'a/| is the happier for our thinking that if 


God-commissioned ' man.:' There 
divine’ ‘superintendence regulating our 


is a | he were on earth he might be invited to 
| join in it, or that being invisibly hére 


whole life, and ‘an infinite calm rests { he may be asked to witness it and. in- 
upon the soul which rests in that fact. | Spire to their best those who take part 


Joseph’s -God ‘is ‘ours. 

Prayer Svuccestions: What new 
burdens this war has laid upon us all; 
but surely no heavier burden than that 
of prayer. The 


the navies. Particularly to-day pray for 
the “boys” who have gone from Ameri- 
ican homes; also for the loved ones 
left behind. 
Sat.—Eph. 6: 1-9. 
Duties of Children to Parents. 
Children owe it to their parents to be 
obed‘ent, grateful, and tru.. It is 
right; from every point of view it is 
right. We can conceive of no circum- 
stance in which children are justified 
in assumirig any other attitude; such 
are crowned with the blessing of God’s 
promise. . 


Prayer Succestions: Palestine con- 
tinues to be the great center of interest, 
and therefore must be the burden of our 
prayers. From all we learn, the Jews 
are going back to their own land as 
rapidly as circumstances permit, and 
already great changes have come over 
the “Holy City” since Turkish rule 
ended. 

Sun.—1 Cor. 13: 1-13. Unfailing Love. _ 

Prophecy, tongues, and knowledge 
are great gifts, but they fail,—that is to 
say, they do not “abide.” Love alone 
abideth, and it is consequently the 
greatest of all graces. The practical 
power of our faith is seen in our love. 
If “goods” and'“body” are given with- 
out the soul, they are rejected. — 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Give praise for 
this day of rest and gladness, and pray 
that’ its ‘sanctity may still be preserved: 
Pray for those who by circumstances 
are deprived of the joys and privileges 
of fellowship in the house of the Lord; 
for every. good and -honest effort to 
bring ‘souls to Christ. 


New, Yor« Crry, | 


allied governments | 
need our prayer, as do the armies and | 


in it, 
we 
All who know Christ testify that life 
never was so happy as since he came 
into it. The sources of unease and dis- 
tress and care which were never absent 
before have been dried up. His pres- 
ence banishes jealousy, fear, pride, and 
selfishness and makes human hearts per- 
fectly content and easy and restful. 
They are so simply and surely happy 
that every sky is blue for them and 
every experience a loving providence 
of God. ’ 
ye 
One good way to Christianize our 
pleasures is to seek in all things to give 
other people pleasure, rather than to 
get it for ourselves. In this way we 
shall invariably and inevitably secure it 
for ourselves. We shall not be able to 


escape from it. Love follows those 
who follow love. 


The best pleasures of life are those 
which depend least upon things and 
most upon hearts. Good cheer,. smiles, 
kindly speech and friendly temper, pa- 
tience and considerateness, give a great 
deal more happiness and bring a great 
deal more back than toys. or amusements 
or entertainments which cost trouble 
and money. Being pleased and doing 
pleasant things are worth more than 
paid for or set up pleasures. Even 
Christ said of his Father, “I do always 
those t' ings that please him.” 


4 

Christ liked people to be joyful. He 
often spoke of “my joy,” never of “my 
sorrow.” 

Nothing can ever make us as happy 
as that which makes Christ happy. 

“Thé pleasures of sin” are a foolish 
fraud... “In thy right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore.” 
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i Trying to Define Christianity ? 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.TIMES 





This article reviews “What is 
Christianity?” by George Cross, 
D.D. (Uniwersity. of Chicago Press, 
Chicago, $1 net), and “Religion: 
Its Prophets and False Prophets,” 
by James Bishop Thomas, Ph, D. 
(Macmillan Company, New York, 
$1.50). 


POs a number of years the question 
raised by Harnack has been asked 
in various form$, “What is the essence 
of Christianity?” In a volume“entitled, 
“What is Christianity?” Dr. George 
Cross surveys six great outstanding 
types of the interpretation of Chris- 
tianity, known as Apocalypticism, Ca- 
tholicism, Mysticism, Protestantism, 
Rationalism, and Evangelicism. 

In the first chapter, which suggests 
that Peter’s confession at Czsarea 
Philippi “is the first historic confession 
of the Christian faith, the author asso- 
ciates this with certain Jewish views 
of heaven and earth and of the Golden 
Age, though he says: that it is impossi- 
ble to determine which of these Jewish 
views was to become the Christian con- 
ception. From this the New Testa- 
ment is interpreted as in harmony with 
Jewish Apocalypticism; and, though 
allowing for many good points, Dr. 
Cross sets this view aside as impossible 
to-day (p. 36). 

The chapter on Catholicism discusses 
the subject in several aspects and 
traces it through the centuries. He 
finds its characteristic feature in what 
is regarded as “the invariable tradition 
held by the true Churches the world 
over and . constituting the Apostolic 
standard of truth.” This means that in 
Catholicism emphasis is placed on au- 
thority as against speculation, on law 
as against freedom, and on universal- 
ity as against individualism, 

Mysticism is interpreted to mean the 
direct religion of the inner life; its 
truth and error, strength and weakness, 
are pointed out, with the conclusion 
that “Mysticism is not Christianity, but 
only a factor in the making of. it.” 

Protestantism is said on the whole to 
interpreted Christianity “not as 
institutional, but as a supernatural 
transforming energy working through 
the natural instruments of God’s grace 
as it works out a heavenly, beneficent 
purpose” (p. 114). 

Rationalism is described as critical 
rather than creative, and as basing its 
interpretation of Christianity on as- 
sumptions derived from _ speculations 
and not from the Christian traditions. 
It is rightly spoken of as “cold and 
forbidding to the. tempted and _ tried” 
(p. 143). It has no inspiration, no ag- 
gressiveness, and while it aims at meet- 
ing the inquiries of the intellect, “it 
cannot arouse deep emotion or enthu- 
siasm in the masses.” 

In the chapter on Evangelicism, or 
Modernized Protestant Christianity, 
Dr. Cross’ sympathies are clearly shown, 
though his view of Christ and the Gos- 
pel is decidedly thin and poor (p. 168). 

The book closes with a discussion, 
“What, Then, is Christianity?” While 
there is much here that is true and 
helpful, there are also some serious 
omissions. The teaching about sin is 
not at all satisfactory, while the refer- 
ence to Christianity as a-—religion of 
moral redemption does not at all go to 
the heart of the New Testament doc- 
trine of the Atonement, even though it 
uses Scripture phraseology.. Christ is 
said to have “imparted to man the re- 
demptive power that lay originally in 
himself and made it a human possession 
for all time.” This certainly is not a 
full and proper expression of the New 
Testament teaching. on the death of 
Christ. It is also said that the meaning 
of the presence of Christ in the world 
is to be discovered “in the meaning of 
His teachings and in the meaning of 
His example” (p. 194). Here again the 
inadequacy is only too evident. And 
there is no satisfying idea of the Holy 
Spirit. One sentence will suffice to 


show the author’s position. “Spiritual 
life is not merely given to us; it is 
gained. Men attain to the spiritual 
a ly and by great effort” (p. 

his is in stri contrast and 
saickdiotion to the well-known words 
of the Apostle John: “As many as re- 
ceived him, to them gave he power.’ 
Much is said about the personality of 
Christ, but this chapter, as indeed the 
entire book, leaves the reader cold and 
hungry and far away from the rich, 
warm, satisfying religion of the New 
Testament. Think of speaking of the 
Holy Spirit as “an inner movement of 
our spirits toward the aim of life that 
comes to us through association” with 
Christians around us! Those who know 
by personal experience what the Chris- 
tianity of the New “Testament means 
will say, after reading this book, “the 
old is better.” 


An Unsatisfactory Answer 


NOTHER book dealing with the 

same general subject is “Religion: 
Its Prophets and False Prophets,” by 
Dr. James Bishop Thomas of the Uni- 
versity of the South, Sewanee, Tenn. 
The object of the book is “to discover 
and state what Christianity is”; and 
the author distinguishes between what 
he calls the prophetic and the exploit- 
ing types of religion. In the Old Testa- 
ment he makes a wide difference be- 
tween priest and prophet, holding the 
prophet to be the true ¢xponent, and 
the priest an exploitation. To arrive at 
this position he is compelled to adopt 
an extreme view of Old Testament 
Criticism, as may be seen from the fact 
that quotations come from the Ency- 
clopxdia__Biblica. 

In regard to the New Tcstament, Dr. 
Thomas maintains that the religion of 
our Lord was the full realization of 
Old. Testament prophecy and “the mili- 
tant foe of exploiting priestly rule” (p. 
183). But in order to arrive at this 
position he finds it necessary to regard 
Paul as quite secondary in_ influence, 
and the followers of Christ as mis- 
taken almost from the very first. The 
Reformation is described -as “so-called,” 
and certain medieval notables, like 
Wycliffe, Francis of Assisi, Dante, 
Huss, More; and Colet, are included in 
“some Christian insurgent prophets.” 

In the last chapter, dealirig with what 
is called “The Recovery of a Lost 
Christianity,” emphasis is placed _al- 
most entirely on the intellectual and 
social elements, nothing . being said 
about sin or redemption, about salva- 
tion and th: Holy Spirit. The author 
occupies an impossible position, and can 
only make out his case by setting aside 
some of the most vital and essential 
parts of the Old and New Testaments. 
So it is nécessary to say that this book 
in no sense represents true Christianity ; 
and it is impossible to avoid the solemn 
conviction that teaching such as this 
given to theological students is to be 
deeply regretted, not only as failing to 
provide them with a message, but also 
as tending to rob them of any message 
which they might have obtained by the 
acceptance of the Bible as it now stands. 
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The New Archezlogical Discoveries, 
and Their Bearing upon the New Testa- 


ment (By .Professor Camden M. Co-|- 


bern, D.D., Litt.D.).—Here is a valuable 
guide. to the literature of the subject 
and an epitome of .the most important 
facts contained in that literature. -Pro- 
fessor Naville,- who.-writes an introduc: 
tion’ te the book, -well. says: -*‘We-have 
te thank Dr.-Cobern for having given 
us, with a great deal of learning, a 
vivid account of all these -mines-..of 
scholarly research, which are still far 
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DEAR MRS. SLOSSON: 


Please do have your blessed story ‘‘And 
Other Folks’’ made into a little book 
for Christmas. 
copies for friends. It is like a Bible to | 
our family. We end ail our prayers, 
family. worship, blessing at meals, with | 
the. words ‘‘And other folks,”’ 
taught us all to share our blessings with | 
others. Even our little ones, six and | 
eight, ase the words alot. I thank you 
earnestly for that story. It has made | 
me over, and my family too. May the | 
dear Lord bless you always is my sin- 
cere prayer — and other folks’! DO 
MAKE THE BOOK. 


Yours respectfally, 
J. G. M. 


Of course, after that, the book had to | 


be made! It is a wonderful little story by 
the widely known and much loved author 
of “ Fishin’ Jimmy,” Mrs. Annie Trumbull 
Slosson, and it appeared first in the Chris- 
tian Endeavor World. 


Now it has been made into a dainty, | 


artistic little book, with a full-page frontis- 
piece illustration,— just the sort of book 
you want to slip into a friend's hand for 
Christmas, or birthday, or any gift time. 


A little dumb child, whom folks thought 
was not quite “ all there,” finally learned 
to speak a single sentence. How that 
sentence transformed lives is told in this 
bit of genius story-writing. You'll never 
forget it. 


A limited number of copies have been 
printed, and may be had at 40 cents 
each, postpaid, from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 


I have bought many | 








and it has | | 








from having been dpreunié> worked.” 
The volume be gage a marvel of pains- 
taking resea penetrating 

-and convenient classification. it wilt be 
a long time before it is super in 
its review of the results of archeological 
research in the New Testament 

The author's aim was to make his book 
a “corpus of all the more fascinatin 
facts and all the most beautiful an 
worthy sayings that have floated down 
to us from the opulent centuries in 
which the earliest church was trained.” 
This he has done well and in a systes 
matic manner. 

Professor Cobern’s vividness of pres- 
entation is well known. And he has 
combined that vividness of expression 
with a scientific exactness .of statement 
that is admirable. The vividness leaves 
a correct impression on the mind of the 
casual reader, and the careful scientific 


| statements of fact will meet the require- 
| ments of closer students. 


Two things of special interest are 


brought out in the presentation of evi- 
| dence. 


One is the evidence from the 
discoveries in grammar and diction of 
New Testament Greek which have come 


| from the great mass of Greek papyri in 


Egypt. The use of prepositions, show- 


|ing an interchangeableness. not known 


before, makes evident, what every lit- 
erary scholar has felt, that the awkward- 
ness in the use of prepositions so often 
seen in,modern -English translations of 
the New Testament is wholly unneces- 
sary in the interest of exactness. In 
fact, no translation is correct and com- 
plete until it has put the original mate- 
rial into correct and smooth diction of 


| the language into which it is made. The 


other object of special interest is the 
wonderful perspective ‘in which this 
book sets before us Christianity in the 
early centuries. Christian faith and life 
and ceremonial are seen with a new and 
remarkable clearness. 

Professor Cobern has supplied ex- 
actly that which all New Testament stu- 
dents have so much needed.to enable 
them to get a clear ‘and camprehensive 
view. of the ‘interesting progress of 
archeological research. (Funk and Wag- 
nalls, New ‘York, $3. net.) 


Jewish Theology (By Dr. K.:Kohler). 
—“To see ourselves as others see us” 
and to see others as they see themselves 
are in many respects salutary, and in 
this book Christians: can see themselves 
and their religion as it appears to a 
Jewish scholar, while they can also see 
Judaism as it is held by .a reformed and 
| liberal Jew. This book is said to be the 
first complete, systematic ‘presentation 
in English’ of Jewish theology, and, as 
| such, it is particularly welcome. It is 
impossible to comment in detail on its 
| many points, but-one thing may be re- 
marked in general that, as its viéws of 
Christianity are so inaccurate, the ques- 
tion at once arises as to how far this 
view of Jydaism itself is correct. Cer- 
tainly the presentation here given is very 
different. from Old Testament concep- 
tion, and follows with significant close- 
ness the modern critical movement with 
its emphasis on purely subjective beliefs. 
The teaching on such crucial points as 
divine revelation, sin, sacrifice, and the 
Messiah is a sad proof of the spiritual 
and moral sterility of modern Judaism, 
and explains why it has no elements and 
assurance of growth and power. And so 
the book with all its interest will make 
Christians still more thankful for the 
spiritual power and inspiration of a re- 
ligion which makes God, redemption, 
and grace real. (The Macmillan Com- 
pany, New York, $2.50.) 


Germanism and the American Cru- 
sade (By George D. Herron).—Infor- 
mation in regard to the fundamental is- 
sues of the present war is most impor- 
tant, and in this little book thé author 
reprints an address given to theological 
students at Geneva. After a brief de- 
scription of the present military situa- 
tion, the main purpose of. the book is’ to 
provide an opportunity for American 
readers to understand what is called 
“Germanism,” which is. rightly described 
s “the worship and practise of material 
might as the supreme: power, and-of ma- 
terial efficiency as the supreme: good.” 
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The nature of the work undertaken by 
the United States is then shown, and the 
absolute incompatibility between “Ger- 
manism” and “Americanism” 
fully pointed out. The interpretation of 
Christianity and the future after the. 
war will not commend itself to all Bible 
students; but the spirit and purpose of 
the book are admirable. For these rea- 
sons alone it deserves the widest possible 
circulation, if only to show that the war 
is “nothing else than a war against the 
human soul—against the right of the 
soul to its own volition, experience, 
and development.” ( Mitchell Kennerley, 
New York, 40 cents net.) 


The Age Times (By G. B. M. Clou- 
ser).—Augustine used to give counsel to 
his readers to distinguish dispensations 
in order to have a proper understanding 
of Scripture, and the counsel is certainly 
necessary to a true knowledge of the 
Word of God. In this little book eight 
chapters are given to.the consideration 
of “God in Redemption,” and eight to 
that of “God in Government.” The for- 
mer is said to bea revelation of God lift- 
ing up the universe to a spiritual plane 
where evil will not be known, while the 
latter means that God is working 
towards a perfect moral universe. While 
some of the statements will not com- 
mand universal assent even from those 
who are strong believers in dispensa- 
tional truth, and while from time to 
time there is perhaps too great a ten- 
dency to read into passages what they 
do not contain, and what they were not 
intended to contain, the general position 
here indicated is beyond question true, 
and careful readers will easily distin- 
guish between the main truth and speci- 
fic applications, and in so doing they 
will gain decided guidance and derive 
real. profit. _ (Evangelical Publishing 
House, Harrisburg, Pa., $1 


Luther’s Hymns (By the Rev. James 
F. Lambert ).—No side of Luther’s work 
exerted a greater influence for good than 
did his hymn-writing, except perhaps his 
translation ‘of ‘the Bible. His treatises 
are read far less than. they deserve, but 
his hymns are’ sung in :all languages and 
by all sorts of Protestants, besides hav- 
ing created a national hymnody the 
finest in the world. Dr. Leonard W. 
Bacon issued a fine edition with select 
English version in 1893. The Rev. James 
F. Lambert now gives us a better, fuller, 
and more convenient edition, for which 


Dr. Haas, of Muhlenberg, supplies an 
introduction. The book is handy, while 
Dr. Bacon’s was unwieldy. It gives | 


abundant information as to the circum- | 


stances in which each of the thirty-six 
hymns was composed, and its influence 
in the church down to our own time. Be- 
sides a portrait after Cranach, there are 
seven good pictures of events in Luther’s 
life. The book-is both scholarly and 
popular. (General Council Publication 
House, Philadelphia, $1.) 


Life and Service Hymns (R. E. 
Magill, Compiler; Bentley D. Ackley, 
Musical Editor).—In view of the al. 
most impossible situation created by the 
copyright ownership of Gosp 1 Songs, 
Mr. Magili has secured and compiled a 
good collection of spiritual songs. The 
hymns are classified for various uses, 
and of the familiar and much loved 
songs there is an unusual representa- 
tion. The collection of Children’s 
Hymns is unusually large and well 
chosen, which will commend the book 
to Sunday- schools generally. Many of 
the hymns included are composed by 
Mr. Ackley, the musical editor; and this 
fact will be welcomed by the many with 
whom his work is deservedly popular. 
The new hymns presented are well har- 
monized and attractive. (Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication, Richmond, 
Va., cloth, 30 cents per copy, $25 per 
hundred; limp bindin*, 20 cénts per 
hundred, $17.50 per hundred.) 


The Power-House at Pathankot (By 
Mary J. Campbell).—“What hath God 
wrought!” is one’s instinctive exclama- 
tion after reading-this wonderful little 
book; telling of the growth of temper- 
ance reform in India, especially in the 
Punjab. Much of the book is of neces- 


( Continued on the next page) 
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Five Hundred 
Bible Story 
Questions and Answers 


The book contains 495 other equally in- 
Fane | questions and answers. The author, 
Samuel Scoville, Jr., used them in conductin 
a boys’ Bible class, and later they appeare 
weekly in The Sunday School Times. You 
will. find them of great use both in class work 
and in helping your children to get a better 
knowledge of the Bible. 


Price, 25 cents, postpaid 
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What is the most 


sensational event of 
the Four Years’ War? 


Did you know that the most sensational sphere 
of events in the World War was not the Kaiser's 
“frightfulness,”’ nor the sufferings of Belgium or 
Armenia, nor even the victory of the Allies ? 


It is none of these; for the awakening 
of the Jews exceeds every other event of the 
past five years in world-shaking significance. 


Not since Nebuchadnezzar ted Judah's 
downfall have God’s Chosen People been stirred 
as they are to-day. 


Just as God prophesied to Ezekiel, the dry 
bones of Israel—dry and dead for two thousand 
five hundred years—are being shaken, brought to- 

ether, and joined one to another, preparatory to 
om speedily raised up, covered with flesh, and 
finally given the breath of life as Jesus. their 
Messiah-King comes back and they receive him. 


. The British Cabinet's pledge to restore. Pales- 
tine to the Jews, General Allenby’s thrilling con- 
uest of the Land, the United States’ sympathetic 
rtherance of Zionism—all this is big with Bible 
meaning. 


You cannot read the daily papers. intelli- 


ently unless you are well posted on both the 
Some and the Bible. 


So The Sunday School Times will now 
run a new department, conducted by a Hebrew- 
Christian authority, on “‘ What the Jews of the 
World Are Doing.” 


If you want to keep posted on the most 
central and sensational developments in current 
events as God sees them, you will do well to 
read every word of this novel department of 


news and interpretation. 


It will commence this winter, and- continue 
at frequent intervals. 
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One Copy opportunity to join in securing The Sun- Five or more 
day School Times at a saving of more t t 
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addresses 
our prospectus for r9r9 to supply all your 
officers.and teachers. Ia recognition of 
the club organizer’s aid we allow. one ] 
Ld subscription additional for every ten * 


paid for in a club, and offer a choice of 


One Year 4 number of valuable books to those who Each One Year 
organize new clubs. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 

















Books Worth Noting - 
( Continued from the preceding page) 


sity written in the first person, but the 
author keeps herself hidden. er only 
object is to exalt the Lord for whom 
she labors. The same methods and the 
same spirit would produce the same re- 
sults, here in America, or anywhere 
else.. May such “power-houses” be 
greatly multiplied! (United Presby- 
terian Board of Foreign Missions, 
Philadelphia, 60 cents.) 


The Exceeding Worth of Joining the 
Church (By Edward E. Keedy).—The 
absurdity of an army composed of sol- 
diers who have never publicly enlisted 
and who wear no uniform is one of the 
many practical analogies to be found in 
this condensed argument for the value 
of public profession of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The author illustrates from 
every walk of life: the necessity of or- 
ganization to captains of industry, the 
enthusiasm and courage inspired by the 
group, the achievements of the church, 
and the delights of its fellowship. Give 
it to the man who has been seriously im- 
pressed by Billy Sunday. (Horace 
Worth Company, Boston, 40 cents net.) 


An Exquisite Gift from 
Teachers to Scholars 


T would be difficult to imagine a more 

beautiful and useful gift for Sunday- 
school teachers to give members of 
their classes at Christmas or New Year’s 
than the new “Christian Calendar” for 
1919, just published by the Evangelical 
Publishers of Toronto. 

This consists of a wall calendar of 
seven sheets, about nine by sixteen 
inches. The outside sheet is a repro- 
duction, printed in perfect color values, 
of Harold Copping’s heart-searching 
painting, “The Hope of the World,”— 
our Lord Jesus, seated; with five little 
children representing the different races 
of the globe gathered about him. None 
who have ever seen this painting can 
forget it; a large copy hangs framed in 
the reception room of The Sunday 
School Times building in Philadelphia. 

The calendar itself is distinctively for 
Sunday-school folks, as it is based upon 
the International Improved Uniform 
Lessons for 1919. A page in full is 
given to each of the twelve months of 
the year, making. a clear, useful calen- 
dar as it hangs on the wall; each of the 
days of the month is accompanied by 
the Daily Home Bible Readings of the 
International Lesson Committee. And 
each. Sunday shows the International 
Uniform Sunday-School Lesson, with 
title, reference, Golden Text, etc., for 
that day. 

At the head of each of the monthly 
sheets are other well executed reproduc- 
tions of charming photographs of paint- 
ings or sculpture, or—still more striking 
—actual photographs taken in Bible 
lands. These Bible land pictures have 
been carefully chosen, and make the 
Land vivid and real. There may be 
some surprises here for many,—as for 
example, the superb photograph of Mt. 
Sinai, given for February, with the line 
“The mountain that might be touched.” 
If you think there is a mistake here, 
look up the Word of God about it. 

It is difficult to think of any Sunday- 
school teacher who, once seeing this cal- 
endar, will not feel that he or she must 
have it for the home and for each mem- 
ber of the class. It solves the problem 
of a Christmas gift which shall be bet- 
ter than a five or ten cent card or book- 
let, yet not so elaborate as to overstrain 
the purse. For these may be had, post- 
paid, at five for $1, or 25 cents each. 
Remembering that they are published by 
the house that is back of the Evangelical 
Christian, of Toronto, a religious jour- 
nal standing staunchly for the funda- 
mentals of the old fashioned faith of 
Jesus Christ, and the Blessed Hope of 
his coming, The Sunday School Times 
commends this calendar unreservedly to 
all its readers, and hopes that its bless- 
ings may spread far and wide through 
the family of Times readers every- 
where. 
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tain the demands of growth 
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the classroom strain upon 
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The Best Friend in a 
Business Crisis - 


By Marshall A, Hudson 


FTEN in a merchant’s life there are 

short financial corners to be turned 
when it seems almost impossible to do 
so without a f iend to help. I had such 
a friend next door to my store, and 
one day, after walking the floor of 
my store in agony over my inability to 
meet a note due tl next day, I ap- 
pealed to him for advice. e said, 
“Come in, in the morning,” to which I 
said, “but I must have it all before 3 
P. M. to-morrow.” 

I sent out my clerks and collectors 
and yet at 10.30 the next day I was 
still short of enough to pay the note by 
about one hundred dollars, I again 
appealed to my friend next door, and 
judge my amazement when he said, “If 


with your best friend, if you have done 
all you can, and see what he can do.” 
He said Jesus Clrist was as much in- 
terested as I, and that if I would talk 
with him an hour and lay my store 
needs before him, I would find him a 
sure friend. 

I went to God and asked him to in- 
fluence the banker to hold over a day 
or so, or in some way to avert what to 
me at that time would have been a sad 
disaster. The note was held by one 
who would nev r after take another 
for goods unless it was paid when due. 
With fear and trembling I started for 
the bank about $60 short in amount to 
pay my note. It was about,2.30 P. M. 
and the bank closed at 3.00. I had 
failed, it would seem, and yet I had 
a feeling that it would not be a bad 
failure with Jesus Christ as my friend. 


my way to the bank, a traveling friend 
came in a great hurry, saying some com- 
pany had come unexpectedly and he 
needed some new things at his house 
that afternoon, and I went back with 
him, selling him over forty dollars’ 
worth, for which he paid. As he 
wanted to catch his traia it was a hurry 
purchase,’ and now but five minutes to 
the close of banking hours. 
I took his money rejoicing, although 
I was still short by a few dollars. $ 
I was changing the deposit slip, one of 
my clerks passed up a sale which more 
than paid the balance of the note. Tears 
of joy came to my eyes as I rushed to 
the bank. There is no friend like 
Jesus, and I have faith that he will 
keep his promise, “them that honor me 
I will honor.” 
nother friend in whom I have con- 
fidence afterward told me of a remark- 
able business turn he had tu make, of 
how he went to God in prayer, and of 
how wonderfully the business pros- 
pered after that. It pa s in more ways 
than one to take Jesus as your friend. 
Syracuse, N. Y. 


we 
Method books you need in Sundavy- 





school work are listed in The Sunday 
School Times’ book catalog. 


were you I would go home and-talk. 


As I was closing the store door on ‘' 
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= | A Desert Playmate 


By :ddison Howard Gibson 


ON and Avis Baker lived on a 

ranch on the Colorado desert. It 
ould have been lonely for them if they 
d not had Yonkey and Moxie. 
onkey was a burro and Moxie a 
hetland pony, and these pets helped to 

up for boy-and-girl playmates. 

Don mounted on Moxie and Avis on 
onkey madé frequent trips across the 
esert hills. The wild flowers and the 
irds in the foothills and canyons near 
ranch were their friends, to whom 
y. paid visits. : 
None of their feathered friends, 
iowever, was as amusing to them” as 
ow-Kow. Kow-Kow was a road- 
runner, or “chaparral cock,” as he is 
called. Don and Avis had giyen him 
his odd name because of the sound made‘ 
by the strange desert bird. 3 

Every day Kow-Kow ran down from 
the mesa *beyond the ranch-house, al- 









-ways following the trail to the cow 


corral. Other birds might fly, but 
Kow-Kow, true to his own queer habit, 
preferred to run. 

Don and Avis were usually on the 
lookout ‘for their odd playmate. They 
soon learned to trace him by his 
strange footmarks, which were about 
the size of a hen’s tracks, but quite dif- 
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ferent, having two toes in front and 
two behind. Kow-Kow liked to come 
to the corral and he never failed to find 
the bit of in placed there for him. 

The children’s fondness for the road- 
runner kept the ranch helpers from 
throwing at the bird to frighten him 
away. Kindness encouraged him to 
come as far as the porch, but if the 
children’ tried to approach too near, 
off he would run for the bushes. 

In spite of his shyness and alert ways 
Kow-Kow was a jolly playmate, and 
was ever ready to engage in a funny 
little game of road-racing with Don and 
Avis. When they rode away on Yonkey 
and Moxie he seemed to be watching 
for them. All at once they would see, 
darting along the trail just ahead of 
them, a long-tailed, slender, brownish 
bird. He would lift his head alertiy, 
give his odd cry as if. to dare them to 
run him a race, and off he would scoot. 

“Come on, Avis!” Don would shout, 
“There’s Kow-Kow up the trail, and 
he’s daring us for a game of chase.” 

“Goon, Yonkey,” Avis would urge 
the plodding burrow after the fleeter 
Moxie. 

With his_long tail on the ground and 
head saucily poised Kow-Kow would 
wait till Moxie had almost reached him. 
Then with his neck. outstretched - the 
feathered playmate would skim along 
over the trail like a trained Indian run- 
ner. His fong rapid steps would soon 
carry him far in advance of his playful 
pursuers. 

With a jaunty air of defiance he 
would come to a stop, and with head 
turned sidewise, he would wait for Don 
and Avis to come on. As they drew 
near, off he would start again, bound- 
ing easily over the low bushes ahead 
of him and dodging around the higher 
catclaws and mesquites with great 
swiftness. 

Don and Avis never. tired of study- 
ing the queer ways of. their desert play- 
mate. Sometimes .they would run him 
a merry foot-race from. .the corral. 
Then; he was always.bolder than when 
chased on Moxie and Yonkey. Dis- 
daining to use his wings, like’ other 
birds, 
would keep just ahead by “a funny 
running scoot,” as Don called it. 

Kow-Kow showed in his odd bird 
way that the game of chase amused him 
as much as it pleased Don and Avis. 
When they displayed signs of giving up 
the race, Kow-Kow with tail impu- 
dently cocked. would pretend entire in- 
difference, just to lure them a little 
farther. If,they sat down to rest, he 
had a trick of running back to a bush 
or a rock within a few yards of them. 
With a comical banter in his eye, Kow- 
Kow would seem to dare them to renew 
the game, which they often did, only to 
be beaten again. When he was ready 
to end the game he would erect a 
jaunty topknot and run off into the 
chaparral. 

One morning, while gathering scar- 
let bugler on the foothills, Don and 
Avis discovered that Kow-Kow had a 
mate. He did not banter them for a 
race, but shyly ran out of sight under 
the low bushes. 

“They must have a nest in the chap- 
arral,” said Don, 

“I wish we could find it and see the 
eggs,” replied Avis. 

They searched for an hour for the 
guarded nest, but so sly was Kow-Kow 
in going to and coniing from the hid- 
den home, that it took Don and Avis 
several days to find it. It was built in 
a manzanita bush, about four feet from 
the ground, and was made of twigs and 
lined with rootlets and feathers. When 


found it contained seven buffy-white | 


to outdistance his chasers, he |: 
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the young sounded like the click of 
two pieces of bone striking together. 

One morning they were greatly 
amused to watch Kow-Kow training his 
brood to use their strong feet and legs. 
The nestlings were all on the ground, 
and Kow-Kow was teaching them how 
to make a lively race around the manza- 
nita. Mrs. ow-Kow . moved more 
slowly among their children, encourag- 
ing them to follow this kindergarten 
instruction. Kow-Kow did not stop the 
lessons, but leaped back and forth over 
a low sage-bush, until his pupils tried 
to imitate his feats. At last, satisfied 
that they had done their best, he pro- 
vided a treat of bugs and grasshoppers, 
and they all seemed very happy. 

One day Avis lost a pink hair-ribbon 
on the’mesa, Riding back with Don to 
find it, they saw Kow-Kow racing mer- 
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rily ahead of them, a bright streamer 
of pink trailing from his beak. He had 
found the ribbon, and attracted, per- 
haps, by the gay color, he took it with 
him to the manzanita bush. 

From their rocky retreat Don and Avis 
watched him play the clown with the 
pink ribbon before his family. Round 
and round. the bush he raced, then 
perking his head saucily, he would scoot 
out of sight under the mesquites. The 
little road-runners would peer after 
him, when, like a flash, he would bound 
before them, the ribbon floating, like a 
banner of victory, on the desert wind. 
At last, tiring of this mischief, Kow- 
Kow dropped the pink treasure, and 
with his family ran into the chaparra 
~ Avis came forward to claim her rib- 
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Don and Avis did not visit the nest 
again, till they saw Kow-Kow’ with 
caterpillars and tiny lizards in his beak, 
making detours to mislead them. Hid- ' 
ing behind a large rock, they watched him 
help Mrs. Kow-Kow with her nursery 
duties. There were seven young road- | 
runners, covered with quills, in the nest. 
Three days later Don and Avis were | 
surprised to see that the feathers had | 
burst their sheaths and the bare bodies | 
were well covered. The-noise made by 
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Others keep 


each copy and bind the complete file with the index at the 


close of the year. 
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(Lesson for Dec. 1) NOV. i6, ion 


How One Evening’s Study | 


Led to a $30,000 Job f[ 


‘ A Simple Method of Mind Training That Any One 
ollow with Results from the First Day 


Can 


By a Man Who Made Formerly No More Than 


HOPE you won’t think I’m conceited or ego- 
tistical in trying to tell others how I suddenly 
changed from a comparative failure to what 

my friends term a phenomenal success, 

In reality I do not take the credit to myself at 
all. It was all so simple that I believe any man 
can accomplish practically the same thing if he 
léarns the secret, which he can do in-a single 
evening. In fact I know others who have done 
much better than I by following the same method. 

‘It all came about in a rather odd manner. I 
had been worrying along in about the same way 
ag the average man, thinking that I was doing my 
bit for the family by providing them with three 
square meals a day, when an old chum of mine, 
Frank Powers, whom I had always thought was 
about the same kind of a chap as I, suddenly blos- 
somed out with every evidence of great prosperity. 

He moved into a fine new house, bought a 
good car and began living in the style of a man of 
ample means. Naturally the first thing I did 
when I noticed these things—for he had said 
nothing to me about his sudden good fortune— 
was to congratulate him and ask him what had 
brought the evident change in his finances. 

‘* Bill,’’ he said, ‘‘it’s all come so quickly I 
can hardly account for it myself. But the thing 
that.-has. made such difference in “my life lately 
began with an article I read a short time ago 
about training the mind. 

‘‘ It compared the ayerage person’s mind to a 
leaky pail, losing its contents as it went along, 
which if carried any distance would arrive at its 
destination practically empty. 

‘*And it showed that instead of making the 
pail leakproof most of 
us kept filling it up and 
then losing all we put 
into it before we ever 
reached the place where 
the contents would be’ of 
real use. 

‘* The leak in the pail, 
the writer demonstrated, 
was forgetfulness. He 
showed that when mem- 
ory fails, experience, the 
thing we all value most 
highly, is worthless. He 
proved to me that a man 

-is only as good as his 
memory, and whatvever 
progress a man accom- 
plishes can be laid di- 
rectly to his powers of 
retaining in his mind the 








David M. Roth 
HEN Mr. Roth first de- 
termi to exchange 
his leaky mind for one that 
would. retain anything he 


wanted it to, it was because he 
found his memory to be prob- 
ably than that of any 
man he knew. He could not 
remember a man’s name 20 
seconds. He forgot so eeny 
things that he was conyincec 

he could never succeed until 
he learned to remember. ‘To- 


Gay there gr over mon. > nel 
t 
States w mn Mr. Roth has right things—the things 


met at different times—most 
of them only once—whom he 
can. ins mame on sight. 
4. Mr. Roth can and un- 
dreds of times at dinners and 
lectures asked fifty or sixt 
men he has never met to t 
him their names, businesses 
and telephone numbers, and 
then, after turning his ‘back 
while they changed seats, has 
picked each one out by name, 
told him his telephone num- 
ber and business connection. 
These are only a few of the 
scores of equally ‘“‘impossi- 
ble” things that Mr. Roth 
can do, and yet a few years 
ago he couldn’t remember a 
man’s name twenty seconds. 
Why go around with a mind 
like a leaky pail when, as Mr. 
Roth says, “ what i have 
done any one can do"’ ? 


that are going to be use- 
ful to him as he goes 
along. 

‘*Farther on in the 
article I read that the 
power of the mind is 
only the sum total of 
what we remember—that 
is, if we read a book and 
remember nothing that 
was in it, we have not 
added one particle to our 
experience ; if we make a 
mistake and forget about 











it, we are apt to make the same mistake again, 
so our experience did not help us. And so on, 
in everything we do. Our judgment is absolutely 
dependent on our experience, and our experience 
is only as great as our power to remember. 

‘Well, I was convinced. My mind was a 
‘leaky pail.’ I had never been able to remem- 
ber a man’s name thirty seconds after I’d been 
introduced to him, and, as you know, I was 
always forgetting things that ought to be done. I 
had recognized it as a fault, but never thought of 
it as a definite barrier to business success. I 
started in at once to make my memory efficient, 
taking up a memory training course which claimed 
to improve’ a man’s memory in one evening. 
What you call my good fortune to-day I attribute 
solely to my exchanging a ‘leaky pail’ for a mind 
that retains the things I want to remember.’’ 


* ok *k * ok 


OWERS’ story set me thinking. What kind 
of a memory did I have? It was much the 
same as that of other people, I supposed. I 

had never worried about my memory one way or 
another, but. it had always seemed to me that I 
remembered important things pretty well. Cer- 
tainly it never. occurred to me that it was possible 


or even desirable to Tiiprove it, as I assumed that 


a good memory Was a sort of natural gift. Like 
most of us, when I wanted to remember something 
particularly I wrote it down on a memorandum 
pad orin a pocket note-book. Even then I would 
sometimes forget to look at my reminder. I had 
been embarrassed—as:- who has not been ?—by 
being obliged to ask some man whom I previously 
had met what his name was, after vainly groping 
through my mind for it, so as to be able to intro- 
duce him to others. And I had had my name 
requested apologetically for the same purpose, so 
that I knew I was no different than most men in 
that way. 


I began to observe myself more closely in my daily 
work. The frequency with which I had to refer to 
records or business papers concerning things that at 
some previous time had come under my particular 
notice amazed me. The men around me who were 
doing about the same work as myself were no different 
than I in this regard. And this thought gave new 
significance to the fact that I had been performing 
practically the same subordinate duties at exactly the 
same salary for some three years. I couldn’t dodge 
the fact that my mind, as well as most other. people’s, 
literally limped along on crutches, because it could 
not retain names, faces, facts, and figures. Could I 
expect to progress if even a small proportion of the 
important things I learned from day to day slipped 
away from me? The only value of most of my hard- 
won experience was being canceled—obliterated—by 
my constant forgetting things that my experience 
had taught me. © 

The whole thing hit me pretty hard. I begar to 
think about the subject from all angles as it affected 
our business, I realised that probably hundreds of 
sales had been lost because the salesman forgot some 
selling point that would have closed the order. Many 
of our men whom I had heard try to present a new 
idea or plan had failed to put over their message or 
to make a good impression because they had been 
unable to remember just what they wanted to say. 
Many decisions involving thousands of dollars had 
been made unwisely because the man responsible 
didn’t remember all the facts bearing on the situa- 
tion, and thus used poor judgment. I know now 
that there isn’t a day but what the average business 
man forgets to do froma one to a dozen things that 
would have increased his profits. There are no 
greater words in the English language descriptive of 
business inefficiency than the two little words ‘1 
forgot." ‘ 











a Decent Living 


HAD reached my decision, On the recommenda- 

i tion of Powers, I got in touch at once with the 
Independent Corporation, which shortly before 

had published the David M. Roth Method of Memory 
Training. And then came the surprise of my life. 
In the very first lesson of the course I found the ke 
to a good memory. Within thirty minutes after 
had opened the book the secret that I had been in 
need of all my life was mine. Mr, Roth has boiled 
down the principles perfecting the memory so that ig 
the method can almost be grasped at a glance. 
And the farther you follow the method the more H 
accurate and reliable Fyne memory becomes. Within 
an heur I found that I could easily memorize a list of 
100 words and call them off backward and forward 
without a mistake. I was thunderstruck with the f 
ease of it all. Instead of study the whole thi b 
seemed like a fascinating game. I discovered tha es 
the art of remembering had been reduced by Mr. - 
Roth to the simplest method imaginable—it required 
almost nothing but to read the lessons! Every one 
of those seven simple lessons gave me new powers 
of memory, and I enjoyed the course so much that I 
look back on it now as a distinct pleasure. i | 

The test of my story is not an unusual one among “4 
American business men who have realized the value 
of a reliable trained memory. My income to-day is 
close to $30,000. It will reach that figure at the be- 
ginning of our next fiscal year, And two years ago I 
scarcely made what I now think of as a decent living. 

In my peagneee I have found my improved memory 

icelegs. 


to be pri Every experience, every business 
and Wonnitely recerde in thy m each fe- 


membered @xperience was of immense value in m 
rapid strides from one post to another. Of course 
can never be thankful enough that I mended that 
‘‘leaky pail” and discovered the enormous possibili- 
ties of a really good memory. 


SEND NO MONEY 


Mr. Roth’s fee for personal instruction to classes b: 
limited to fifty members is $1,000. But in order to 
secure nation-wide distribution for the Roth Memory 
Course in a single season, the publishers have put 
the price at only five dollars, a lower figure than an 
course of its kind has ever been sold before, and it 
contains the very same material in permanent form 
as is given in the personal $1,000 course. 

So confident is the Independent Corporation, the 
publishers of the Roth Memory Course, that once 
you have an opportunity to see in your own home 
how easy it is to double, yes triple the powers of your ? 
memory, and how easily you can acquire the secret 
of a good memory in one evening, that they are will- 
ing to send the course on free examination. ¢ 

Don’t send any money. Merely mail the coupon 4 
or write a letter, and the complete course will be 4 
sent, all charges prepaid, at once. If you are not ; 
entirely satisfied, send it back any time within five i 
days after you receive it, and you will owe nothing. 

On the other hand, if you are as pleased as are the ‘ 
thousands of the other men and women who have used j 
the course, send only $5.00 in full payment. You § 
take no risk and. you, have’ éverything to gain. so 6f 
mail the coupon now, before this remarkable offer 
is withdrawn. 


FREE EXAMINATION COUPON 


Division of Business Education, 
Dept. 6611, 119 West 40th St. New York 
Publishers of The Independent (and Harper's Weekly) 
Please send me the Roth Memory Course of seven 
lessons. I will either remail the course to you with- 
in five days after its receipt or send you $5. 
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